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S’pore steps
up efforts to
stay free of
corruption

By THAM YUEN-C
SINGAPORE is reviewing its
anti-graft laws and will hire more
officers to fight corruption, as the
nation seeks to maintain its clean
image.
It will also set up a one-stop
centre for people to report incidents of graft.
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong, in announcing the moves
yesterday, said that while
Singapore’s system is generally
“clean and maintains high standards”, the problem of corruption
“will never disappear completely”.
He also referred to the drop in
Singapore’s ranking on Transparency International’s annual list of
countries seen as being the least
corrupt in the world. Singapore
fell two notches to No. 7 last year.
The slide, Mr Lee said, could
have been due to recent high-profile corruption cases involving senior civil servants.

CPIB’s manpower to be boosted,
anti-graft laws being reviewed

These included a sex-for-contracts case of a top officer in the
civil defence force and the misappropriation of funds by a head of a
branch of the Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau (CPIB).
Mr Lee was speaking at a conference organised by the CPIB and
Civil Service College on maintaining integrity in the public sector.
He told the 600 public servants at the session that since
Singapore’s rankings on corruption and transparency can affect
investors’ confidence and the
country’s world standing, it must
not only uphold but also enhance
its reputation for cleanliness.
To achieve the goal, the Government is reviewing the Prevention of Corruption Act, Singapore’s principal anti-corruption
law enacted in 1960.
It will also increase the CPIB’s
manpower by more than 20 per
cent as corruption cases have become more complex, some with international links.

The bureau’s current staff
strength is about 120, according
to last year’s Budget estimates.
In addition, a corruption reporting centre will be set up in an accessible place in the city, to make
it easier for people to make complaints.
In his speech, PM Lee also reminded the officers that integrity
was key in helping Singapore stay
exceptional in the next 50 years.
“If any of you does something
wrong, and breaches that trust,
you not only let down the public
service and yourself, but you are
also letting Singaporeans down,
and you can do a lot of damage.”
Public servants, he said, have
been able to do good work because of the trust Singaporeans
have in them.
Maintaining this trust, through
a policy of zero tolerance for corruption, is crucial.
Singapore is a “shining exception” in a world where corruption
is a problem in many countries,

Mr Lee noted. But, he said: “This
level of trust the Singapore Public
Service enjoys, and this degree of
cleanliness in the public service, is
a most unnatural state of affairs.
He urged them: “So work doubly hard to maintain the trust
you’ve earned.”
To do so, the public service
must punish culprits, regardless
of rank and seniority.
Its leaders must also lead by
example and abide by high standards.
Mr Lee said integrity is not just
a public service value, but one
firmly ingrained in Singapore society. “This is the real achievement
for us... that we have created an
anti-corruption culture in Singapore.”
Following his speech, the officers had a closed-door dialogue
with PM Lee, Deputy Prime Minister Teo Chee Hean and CPIB director Wong Hong Kuan.
yuenc@sph.com.sg
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play at
the Hub

Look who’s
coming to

Merkel voices
support for Islam
ISLAM belongs to
Germany, Chancellor
Angela Merkel said in
a rebuke to the Pegida
movement whose
anti-Islam march
drew a record 25,000
participants on
Monday. She was to
join a Muslim
community rally to
promote tolerance and
condemn the jihadist
attacks in Paris.
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Pope begins
Asia tour
POPE Francis called for
a truth commission to
investigate the 26-year
civil war in Sri Lanka,
to heal the wounds of
the nation, as he kicked
off a two-nation Asian
tour yesterday
that attracts
followers
from
Singapore.
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JULY

Barclays Asia Trophy
The only EPL-affiliated
competition held outside
England, featuring three
EPL teams and one host
side
World Club 10s
Top rugby clubs from
around the world showcase
the increasingly
popular 10s
version of the
game

FIRST HALF
OF 2016
OCTOBER

WTA Finals Singapore
The world’s top eight female
tennis players duke it out for
the US$6.5 million pot

DECEMBER

International Premier
Tennis League
Hard-hitters from past and
present showcase their
talents in a unique
competition that aims to
engage fans with shorter
matches and more exciting
rallies

Super Rugby
The National Stadium
will host at least three
matches for the new
Japanese franchise in the
popular southern
hemisphere club
competition
Sevens World
Series
New Zealand
and England
are among
the elite
rugby
nations that
compete in
the series,
which is
held in
major
cities
across
the
globe
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More buzz, more
action coming up
at the Sports Hub
By SANJAY NAIR

GRADE A? NOT REALLY

THE SEA Games may be the main
course on the Sports Hub menu
this year, but fans can also look
forward to more world-class
sporting talents being served up.
Building on the debuts of Brazil
football maestro Neymar and New
Zealand rugby star Piri Weepu at
the Kallang showpiece last year,
officials plan to host at least one
event of international standing
each month, once the Games conclude in June.
The 2015-2016 calendar will be
released in the coming weeks,
with the Barclays Asia Trophy in
mid-July set to be just one of
many highlights.
The Asia Trophy – the only
English Premier League-affiliated
competition held outside England
– comprises three EPL sides and a
host team. FA Cup winners Arsenal are expected to headline the
tournament, which has been hosted in football-mad Asia every two
years since 2003.
The National Stadium will also
stage selected Super Rugby fixtures and a leg of the prestigious
Sevens World Series in the first
half of next year. Both are set to
feature stars who would have
played at September’s Rugby
World Cup.
October sees the return of
women’s tennis powerhouses for
the season-ending WTA Finals,
which drew more than 129,000

“I would say A-. The Hub has won
architectural awards and held
some top events such as the WTA
Finals Singapore and the
Brazil-Japan football friendly.”
– Mr Philippe Collin-Delavaud, chief
executive officer of SportsHub Pte
Ltd (SHPL), when asked to grade its
first six months of operation

“B+ is a realistic mark – there’s
room for improvement,
particularly for the National
Stadium roof and field.”
– Mr Mark Woodhams, chairman of
the board of directors at SHPL

L SEE SPORT B20
fans on its Indoor Stadium bow
last year. “Populating the calendar is very important for us so Singaporeans can always have something to look forward to,” Sports
Hub chief operating officer Oon
Jin Teik told The Straits Times yesterday.
A total of 62 sporting, entertainment and lifestyle events – including a concert by Mandopop superstar Jay Chou – were held at
the Sports Hub from last June.
To date, the Hub’s venues have
attracted more than 681,000 people. To add to the vibrancy
around the 35ha facility, the Kallang waterfront will feature more
activities, in the vein of the Singapore Canoe Marathon next week.
nsanjay@sph.com.sg

