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Both museums have been
upgrading in phases since the
third quarter of last year in a
$35 million project. The aim of
the revamp at the National
Museum of Singapore is to
better tell the Singapore story.
Meanwhile, works at the Asian
Civilisations Museum include a
new entrance facing the
Singapore River. The upgrading
for both museums is expected
to be completed later this year.
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The forecourt will be undergoing a
revamp before re-opening in
August with more garden features,
seating and better pedestrian
connections to public transport.

Esplanade
Bridge
ECP

National
Gallery
Singapore
ROA
D

Marina
Reservoir

Raffles Place
station

FUL
LER
TON

A BUILDING manager initially
fined $47,500 for demanding
bribes from a cleaning company
boss in exchange for not complaining about his services will now
have to spend 10 weeks in jail.
The prosecution on Thursday
succeeded in its appeal for Tai Ai
Poh, 54, to be jailed on 25 corruption and two falsification charges.
Besides collecting $22,800 in
bribes over three years, Tai also instigated a cleaner to falsify attendance books, creating the impression that two cleaners were working when there was only one.
In sending Tai to jail, Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon agreed
with prosecutors that this was a
case of private-sector corruption
that warranted a jail term.
In this case, the giver of the
bribe, sole proprietor Yusof Razak, was not seeking something
that he was not otherwise entitled
to, he said. On the contrary, Mr
Yusof was worse off financially
and was faced with the prospect
of being denied the right to do
what he was entitled to do under
the cleaning contract.
The Chief Justice said the district judge was wrong to find that
Tai’s falsification was unsophisticated and not for personal gain.
As manager of two industrial
buildings in Bukit Batok, Tai evaluated the performance of the gar-

deners, security guards and cleaners who worked there.
He also had a say on whether
the contractors providing these
services should be changed.
In August 2006, Tai suggested
to Mr Yusof to cut down the
number of night-shift cleaners,
who were paid $450 to $500 each,
from two to one so that they
could use the money for drinking
and karaoke instead.
When Mr Yusof declined, Tai
asked him directly for money. Mr
Yusof agreed, out of fear that Tai
would give negative feedback
about his firm’s services, thus
jeopardising the renewal of his
contract.
Tai instructed Mr Yusof to pass
fortnightly payments of $300 to a
cleaner who would then hand the
money to Tai at a secluded spot.
Tai also told the cleaner to sign
in and out for a fictitious cleaner,
to hide the fact that there was only one cleaner.
Deputy Public Prosecutor
Navin Naidu said this was not a
typical case of corruption that led
to mutual benefit – Mr Yusof suffered a financial loss by paying
Tai $600 a month, instead of hiring a cleaner for less.
The DPP argued that Tai did
gain from doctoring the records
because it covered up his past acts
and allowed him to continue his
bribery racket.
selinal@sph.com.sg
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This is a case of private-sector graft
that warrants jail, says Chief Justice

Civic District

The public can look forward to a refreshed Civic District
that will play host to a variety of activities to mark the nation’s
50th birthday. Some $740 million has been pumped into this
effort which includes the introduction of a new trail that covers
the area’s icons, a new art gallery and revamped museums.
Melody Zaccheus looks at some of the highlights.
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The National Gallery Singapore

The soft launch of what will be Singapore’s biggest
arts venue – the former Supreme Court and City
Hall – is set to take place in late November. The
public will get a chance to experience the gallery
over two weekends, April 25 and 26 and May 2
and 3, before artworks go on display.
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Art Connector
A 300m-long commemorative walkway
with a mural depicting ordinary
Singaporeans will link City Hall MRT
station to the National Gallery Singapore.

Jubilee Walk
This is the tentative route of an 8km-long
trail within the Civic District and Marina
Bay area which will be launched in
November. The trail will feature markers
at iconic locations such as the Padang.
Source: MINISTRY OF CULTURE, COMMUNITY AND YOUTH
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