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Graft
complaints,
cases at
30-year low
But CPIB flags areas of concern
which include construction industry
By AMIR HUSSAIN
CORRUPTION within the construction industry was flagged as
one area of concern by
Singapore’s graft busters.
But the Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau (CPIB) also
stressed that bribery cases here
remain under control, with complaints and investigations at a
30-year-low.
The CPIB, which released its
annual statistics yesterday, got
736 complaints last year, down 7
per cent from the 792 in 2013.
There were 136 cases which
warranted investigation last year
– a drop of 11 per cent from the
152 cases registered in 2013. Out
of these 136 cases, 15 per cent involved public officers.
In terms of prosecutions, 168
people – 88 per cent of whom
were from the private sector –
were brought before the courts as
a result of CPIB probes last year.
CPIB director Wong Hong
Kuan told The Straits Times:
“Singapore’s low corruption level
is a result of an unwavering political will and the populace’s intolerance towards corruption. Nevertheless, low corruption does not
mean no corruption so we should
not let our guard down.”
While CPIB did not provide a
breakdown on prosecuted cases,
there were enough cases of corruption in the construction industry to warrant concern.

In one case, a project manager
at Asia Development was found
guilty of taking a bribe of $3,000
from a director of Qi Yang Construction, in return for engaging
the company for the supply of labour at two construction sites.
Two other areas highlighted involve the sale of household goods
in departmental stores, and
bribes for contracts cases in warehouse and logistics services.
In one case last year, a sales
promoter with HC Shinco International was found guilty of conspiring with two colleagues to
bribe three sales staff at Mustafa
Centre to promote and sell their
electronics products over other
competitors’.
It is important that the corrup-

FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2015

BISHOP’S
ACT OF
SERVICE

CPIB: Complaints and investigations
Number of complaints received by CPIB
Number of cases investigated
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Right Reverend Rennis
Ponniah (right), bishop
of the Anglican church
of Singapore, washing
the feet of 12 members
of the St Andrew’s
Cathedral congregation,
as part of its annual
Maundy Thursday
services.
The deed was a
re-enactment of biblical
history, when Jesus
Christ washed the feet
of his disciples the day
before he was crucified.
The act demonstrates
humility and service.
Christians observe
Good Friday today,
which marks Christ’s
crucifixion. It is
believed he died to
atone for the sins of
men. His resurrection
two days later is
celebrated on Easter
Sunday.
A two-hour Maundy
Thursday service at the
church yesterday drew
about 650 worshippers.
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tion laws continue to be “rigorously enforced and corrupt behaviour continues to be socially unacceptable”, said Mr Wong.
The Government is reviewing
the Prevention of Corruption Act
in a bid to beef it up. CPIB’s current staff strength of around 175
will also be increased by more
than a fifth as graft cases have become more complex. CPIB is also
developing an anti-bribery package for private firms and businesses, with details to come later.
To encourage more people to
come forward, CPIB is setting up
a One-stop Corruption Reporting
Centre, to be located in the city

area. Four in 10 complaints received last year came through
mail and fax. But close to half of
the complaints which resulted in
investigations came through
phone calls or face-to-face meetings. A complaint lodged in person was three times more likely
to result in investigation than an
e-mail or fax complaint.
The centre “will provide a
more accessible and convenient
platform for members of public
who want to make corruption-related complaints or simply to
know more about corruption,”
Mr Wong told The Straits Times.
amirh@sph.com.sg

Woman
allegedly
kills lover’s
wife and
grandson

Chinese national Liao Caixia (right)
is accused
murdering
Alistair
Source:
TheofStraits
Times
©Mach
Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
(left), four, and his grandmother,Permission
Mai, in Melbourne.
required for reproduction.
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MELBOURNE – A spurned Chinese woman sobbed hysterically
in court after being accused of killing a four-year-old boy in Australia with garden shears before lying
in wait for his grandmother and
stabbing her to death.
Liao Caixia, 45, had been having an affair with the boy’s
Melbourne-based grandfather, Mr
Brian Mach, 61, until he recently
called it off.
Sky News Australia reported
that Liao showed up on Tuesday
morning at Mr Mach’s home,
where she allegedly assaulted, tied
and gagged him.

Police claim she then killed Mr
Mach’s grandson, Alistair, four,
whom Mr Mach was babysitting,
as the boy lay in bed, stabbing or
slashing him with the shears in
the head and neck.
A post-mortem revealed
Alistair was stabbed 18 times, The
Australian newspaper reported.
He also had deep defensive
wounds to his fingers, hands and
arms.
Liao, in Australia on a tourist visa, is accused of waiting 10 hours
for Mr Mach’s wife, Mai, to return
home before allegedly attacking
and murdering her with the same

shears, stabbing or slashing her 23
times in the backyard.
A neighbour alerted police after
witnessing the second killing.
An out-of-sessions court hearing late on Wednesday was told
Mr Mach had recently broken off
a three-year relationship with the
woman.Mr Mach was taken to the
Royal Melbourne Hospital with minor injuries, but required heavy sedation, Sky News Australia reported.
Liao, who does not speak English, was charged with two counts
of murder and one count each of
intentionally causing injury and

false imprisonment.
She appeared in the Melbourne
Magistrates Court yesterday wearing a black tracksuit, sobbing uncontrollably, and became increasingly hysterical during her short
appearance, according to The Australian. Her lawyer, Ms Sarah
Pratt, said that Liao needed blood
pressure medication and had suicidal thoughts.
The Herald Sun said more than
15 people closely connected to the
Mach family attended the brief
hearing, including the boy’s
stunned mother, who sat holding
a small teddy bear.

Many sat wiping away tears
even before Liao was marched in,
flanked by security guards.
Family friend Diana Teoh, who
had known Alistair since birth,
told the newspaper he was “very
bubbly, a very good boy”.
“They (Alistair’s parents) are
trying to be strong for the rest of
the family but they are definitely
very devastated,” she said. “We
don’t know what to tell our children too because they played with
him all the time.”
Liao will return to court for a
committal hearing on July 22.
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A*Star scholarship
holder ‘stressed,
shy and insecure’
Fellow S’poreans at Stanford say
she found it hard to make friends
By JOYCE LIM and PEARL LEE
EVEN Singaporeans at Stanford
University who knew Ouyang Xiangyu did not find out for a long
time that she had been arrested
for trying to poison her laboratory mates.
This is another indication that
the 26-year-old Agency for Science, Technology and Research
(A*Star) scholarship holder
found it hard to make close
friends. Some suggested her insecurities could have led her to
snap.
The second-year graduate student, who was trying to earn her
doctorate, was arrested last November in California and
charged with four counts of poisoning the drinking water of
classmates at her research lab
with a toxic chemical.
Stanford did not alert the rest
of the campus about the incident, since Ouyang, who had
been ordered to stay away from
the school, was no longer an “immediate threat”. University
spokesman Lisa Lapin added that
victims also asked that the matter be kept private.
Ouyang’s compatriots at Stanford said they found out about
her arrest only after she stopped
responding to text messages and
took down her Facebook and
LinkedIn accounts.
They painted Ouyang as a shy
person, who found it hard to
make friends and often seemed
stressed with work.
She was invited to group gath-

erings organised by A*Star scholarship holders and Singaporeans,
but “she would often say that
she was busy and couldn’t join
us”, said a 24-year-old PhD student.
Another PhD student said he
first thought Ouyang had run
away from school because of
stress when she could not be contacted. The 26-year-old engineering student tried to draw her
out of her shell last year, saying:
“If you don’t talk to her, she
won’t take the initiative to talk
to you.”
In one conversation, Ouyang
told him that she felt she “was
not as good as her peers” at Stanford. “She asked me how I handled my work. I knew then that
she was very stressed and made
an effort to ask her out. But she
often did not come as she was
working on her project. After a
while, I stopped asking.”
In December, one of his
friends alerted him to a notice
put up on a police website regarding Ouyang’s arrest. “I was
shocked. From the time I’ve
spent with her, she is not like
that at all. She won’t hurt a fly.
Something must have snapped.”
Another Singaporean acquaintance, a 26-year-old biology student, said “she would talk
about how she was worried
about her experiments”. But he
also said such worries were common among students.
Ouyang, in her statements to
police, admitting putting paraformaldehyde in at least two water

Singaporean students at Stanford say
that Ouyang Xiangyu often declined
when she was invited to gatherings.
bottles belonging to colleagues
in the lab where they worked,
and sabotaging a lab mate’s
work. This happened between
last August and November.
The former Temasek Junior
College and Imperial College London student claimed that she suffered from dizzy spells which left
her out of touch with reality.
A*Star is keeping track of the
case.
Lawyer Jeffery Hayden, who
recently took over Ouyang’s
case, told The Straits Times yesterday that she “appeared to be
doing a bit better” when he last
spoke to her. He made it clear
that she has not entered any
plea. Her previous lawyer had
suggested she may plead not
guilty due to insanity.
joycel@sph.com.sg
leepearl@sph.com.sg
Additional reporting by Yeo Sam Jo
and Joanna Seow

