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Woman sues doc
over nerve injuries
She alleges surgeon, who did laser treatment
for her pigmentation, did not tell her the risks
Selina Lum
A 50-year-old woman, who suffered
nerve injuries after undergoing laser treatment for pigmentation on
her legs, is suing the vascular surgeon who carried out the procedure.
Madam Rathanamalah Shunmugam, a financial services director
with an insurance company, is seeking unspecified damages from Dr
Chia Kok Hoong, in a suit that
opened in the High Court yesterday.
She alleges that Dr Chia, who has a
private practice at Mount Elizabeth
Medical Centre, had not advised her
about the risks and complications associated with the treatment, known
as endovenous laser therapy.
She also contends that the surgeon did not obtain her informed
consent before carrying out addi-

tional procedures on her during
the operation.
The court heard that Madam
Rathanamalah noticed pigmentation on her shins in 2010 and was referred to Dr Chia by another doctor.
She saw Dr Chia on three occasions before he carried out the laser
therapy in July 2010. Dr Chia had diagnosed her to be suffering from venous eczema – a skin condition affecting the lower legs which is common in people with varicose veins.
Madam Rathanamalah testified
that her main concern was the pigmentation, not varicose veins
which she had had for 20 years.
She said that during the first consultation in March 2010, Dr Chia told
her about endovenous laser therapy,
which “kills” the varicose veins and
resolves the pigmentation.
She decided to undergo the treat-

Dr Chia Kok
Hoong says he
had given
Madam
Rathanamalah
Shunmugam
adequate
advice on the
risks of
endovenous
laser therapy,
which include
potential nerve
injury.

ment at the second consultation in
June, when the patches of pigmentation grew and started to itch.
He had told her that the problem
could lead to ulcers if left untreated.
But following the operation on July 3, the pigmentation got worse
and became ulcerous. She continued to suffer pain and numbness
and still requires medical care.
Her lawyer, Mr S. Palaniappan,
told the court that she will call witnesses, including a neurologist, a
pain specialist, a psychiatrist and a
British vascular surgery expert.
Dr Chia, who is represented by
Mr Christopher Chong, will call his
own expert witness.
He contends that she had specifically sought treatment for her varicose veins and that his proposed
treatment was correct.
He contends that he had given her
adequate advice on the risks, which
include potential nerve injury.
The hearing continues.
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HomeBriefs
60 per cent of SG50
funpacks collected
Six in 10 SG50 funpacks have
already been collected, a
month after grassroots
leaders and volunteers
started distributing the
goodie bags.
The People’s Association
(PA) said the remaining
funpacks will be given out at
grassroots National Day
celebrations during the
Golden Jubilee weekend,
which starts tomorrow.
PA added that those who
misplaced their postcard and
notification letter can still
redeem their funpacks using
the NRIC. Uncollected
funpacks will be taken to
homes and orphanages as
part of PA’s community
outreach programmes and
will also be distributed at
community events.

Woman jailed for
offering bribe
A Chinese national was
sentenced to three weeks’
jail yesterday for attempting
to bribe a Singapore Customs
Officer. On May 31, Zhu
Xiaolu, 30, arrived at
Changi Airport with
commercial goods worth
US$10,210 (S$14,000)
without a permit. She then
offered Higher Customs
Officer Siow Teck Meng
US$200 as a bribe for him to
release the goods.
The officer rejected it and
reported the matter to the
Corrupt Practices
Investigation Bureau.
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Iwachu

Shallow 24cm Furusato
Nabe with Wooden Lid
without Coating
UP $175

NOW

$87

Limited to 50pcs only

%
OFF

Meyer

Anolon 30cm
Covered Stirfry
UP $189

NOW

$94

Rechargeable Electric
Shaver with Micro USB
Interface
• Self-Sharpening Blades
Comfort Contour
UP $98

NOW

Aeni 28cm Low Casserole
UP $159

$79

$

$49

Panasonic

Meyer

Neoflam

NOW

Philips

involvement in the sale of
counterfeit computer parts
and mobile phone
accessories worth an
estimated $2.6 million.
The four men and two
women, aged between 19 and
33, were arrested after police
officers conducted
simultaneous raids at Sim
Lim Square and Jurong East.
About 25,200
trademark-infringing
computer parts were seized,
such as laptop power
adapters, batteries, hard
drives, DVD-ROMs, LCD
screens and computer
software. Officers also seized
mobile phone accessories
such as phone casings and
power banks.

Centennial Stainless Steel
36cm Chinese Wok
(Induction Friendly)
UP $129

6-in-1 Multi-styling Straightener
• Hair Colour Protection
• Universal Voltage
UP $119

NOW

NOW

$64

$59

Happycall

30cm Diamond Skillet Wok Pan (Made in Korea)
• 5-layer Powerful Diamond DNC Coating
• Extra Durability & Strength
• 4x More Heat Conducted than most Cookware
UP $140

SPECIAL
BUYS

NEW

Zojirushi

$
OFF

COOL TO EAT
ICE-CREAM FOR CHARITY

Green Pan

0.35L Stainless Steel
Tuff Bottle Bundle Set
UP $86
Limited to 50 Sets only

Heritage 16cm/1.5L
Saucepan
(Induction Friendly)
UP $189

Tiger

2.2L Airpot
(Made in Japan)
UP $109

Kenwood

Tefal

La Gourmet

4L Toughened Claypot
(Avaliable in Green
& Orange)
UP $99.90

Ultimate
Autoclean
Steam Iron
UP $149

Patissier Stand Mixer
(Available in Pink only)
• 4L Bowl Capacity
• 6-speed Electronic
Slide Control
• Powerful 400W Motor
UP $449

Indulge in eight special gelato
flavours created by Marina Bay
Sands’ celebrity chefs, and do
your bit for charity.
Savour the ST170 Special,
Coconut with White Miso, Masala
Teh Tarik and other delightful
“Scoops of Hope” at the Sands for
Singapore Charity Festival.
All proceeds will go to The Straits
Times School Pocket Money Fund.
Here’s your chance to give back
to the community.
Place: The Shoppes, Basement 2,
Marina Bay Sands
When: On till Aug 9, 11am to 9pm daily

All items while stocks last.

Fri 7 Aug to Sun 9 Aug

391 Orchard Road Singapore 238873 Tel: 6738 111
1. Business Hours: 10am to 9.30pm. Website: www.takashimaya.com.sg

