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Ex-BP exec charged in $5.7m bribery case
Former regional director
allegedly took bribes to advance
interests of businessman’s firm
Elena Chong
Court Correspondent
A former executive of BP Singapore was hauled to court yesterday
to face charges of obtaining about
US$4 million (S$5.7 million) in
bribes from businessman Koh
Seng Lee.
Clarence Chang Peng Hong, BP’s
former eastern regional director for
marine fuels, allegedly took the
bribes to advance the business interests of Mr Koh’s company with BP.
Chang, who faces 47 charges, allegedly corruptly obtained bribes
amounting to US$3.95 million from
Mr Koh, executive director of Pacific Prime Trading (PPT), via Chang’s
HSBC bank account in Hong Kong.
A total of 19 payments ranging
from US$100,000 to US$350,000
were made to his bank account
between July 2006 and September
2008.
Chang, 51, is said to have also corruptly agreed to accept a bribe of
$500,000 from Mr Koh some time
before September 2009 to advance the business interests of
PPT with BP.
Besides allegations that he had
received bribes, Chang was accused of moving the corrupt
proceeds through his various bank
accounts and, separately, using
some of the proceeds to partially
pay for properties.
On 16 occasions between January 2007 and March 2010, while he
was at BP, Chang allegedly transferred a total of $4.7 million, which
were benefits of corrupt proceeds,
from his HSBC account in Hong
Kong to a POSB bank account and
two other HSBC Singapore accounts. The amounts ranged from
$76,568 to $725,500.
He also faces 10 charges of allegedly using the corrupt proceeds to
make partial payments for several
properties to the tune of $3.97 million. The properties comprise
three houses in Da Silva Lane in
Hougang, Jalan Limau Purut in Tanah Merah and Ettrick Terrace in
Siglap, and two condominium
units in Pasir Ris Grove.
He is also accused of using
$111,000, which formed part of his
benefits of criminal conduct, to acquire share capital in MindChamps Preschool @ City Square
on Sept 16, 2009.
Chang’s lawyer Alfonso Ang told
the court that he had just been
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briefed. The case was adjourned to
April 6, and Chang’s $200,000 bail
has been extended until then.
A BP spokesman said in an e-mail
that Chang’s employment with BP
ended in July 2010.
“We became aware of some activitiesof concern in 2010 which we reported to the authorities. These
charges have been filed by the Singapore authorities, we cannot comment on them,” she said.
The Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau said in a statement that
Singapore adopts a zero-tolerance
approach towards corruption. The
bureau said it takes a serious view
of any corrupt practices and will
not hesitate to take action against
any party involved in such acts.
The maximum punishment for
corruption is a $100,000 fine and
five years’ jail on each charge.
If convicted of offences under the
Corruption, Drug Trafficking and
Other Serious Crimes (Confiscation
of Benefits) Act, Chang could be
fined up to $500,000 and/or jailed
for up to seven years on each charge.
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A former Petrochemical Corporation of Singapore (PCS) marketing
and sales executive was jailed for
90 weeks and ordered to pay a penalty of $1.13 million yesterday for
corruption.
Low Chin Yuen, 52, pleaded
guilty last month to 40 of 122 charges of accepting cash bribes from
VLK Traders directors between
2003 and 2014.
The total amount involved in all
the charges is about US$800,000

(S$1.1 million), which he accepted
as rewards to advance the business
interests of VLK with PCS.
VLK provides chemical transportation services to the manufacturing company through its fleet of vessels, among other businesses.
In 2003, VLK secured a petrol
chemical shipping contract awarded by PCS to ship toluene and xylene overseas.
Deputy Public Prosecutor Jasmin
Kaur said Low had invited VLK to

VLK, which Low had recommended, submitted the lowest quote
among its competitors and was
eventually awarded the contract
and every subsequent contract.
VLK paid Low US$500 or
US$1,000 on a few occasions shortly before the first contract was
awarded. After clinching the contract, VLK began making monthly
payments ranging from US$1,293 to
US$14,125 to Low.
After the first contract, VLK was
awarded subsequent contracts for
the shipment of the two products,
said DPP Kaur.
Low’s offences came to light in
2014. Between 2003 and 2014, he
accepted bribes that totalled
US$797,415.
District Judge Ong Chin Rhu said

the facts of the case clearly called
for a custodial sentence to be imposed. She disagreed with counsel
that the custodial threshold had not
been breached.
Low’s lawyer Suresh Damodara
said in mitigation that his client,
who is now unemployed, had always been a “spectacular performer” at PCS.
“He never compromised PCS’ interests in any way whatsoever
throughout his 21-year career with
PCS,” he added.
He said Low knew that it was
wrong for him to accept money
from VLK, but he never asked the
company for any money or reward,
nor did he dictate to VLK what was
to be paid to him.
As Low cannot pay the penalty,
he will serve another 10 months behind bars.

cials have declared that US President Donald Trump is not the target
of an investigation, five days after
Mr Trump himself raised the prospect with an unsubstantiated claim
that his predecessor ordered the
wiretapping of Trump Tower.
After first refusing to disavow Mr
Trump’s allegations, made in a series of Twitter posts, and instead
calling for Congress to investigate
them, Press Secretary Sean Spicer
told reporters on Wednesday:
“There is no reason that we have to
think the President is the target of
any investigation whatsoever.”

Mr Spicer’s statement, which he
read from a sheet of paper handed
to him at the end of his briefing, reinforced the conundrum that Mr
Trump’s tweets have created for
the White House: Either the
President’s assertions are baseless,
or he may have implicated himself
in a government investigation of
contacts between his presidential
campaign and Russia.
Until Wednesday, Mr Spicer had
steadfastly declined to discuss Mr
Trump’s assertion that former president Barack Obama ordered wiretap surveillance of Trump Tower –
an act that Mr Trump condemned

as a scandal comparable in scale to
McCarthyism or Watergate.
Early into Wednesday’s briefing,
Mr Spicer stuck to the policy he has
followed since the storm broke
over Mr Trump’s posts. Asked whether the President was the target of
a counter-intelligence inquiry, he
replied: “I think that’s what we
need to find out. There’s obviously
a lot of concern.”
However, after an aide slipped Mr
Spicer a note, he circled back to clarify that “there is no reason to believe there is any type of investigation with respect to the Department of Justice”. He insisted he was

private-sector
corruption,
former Ikea food services manager Leng Kah Poh, 55, was given 98 weeks’ jail and ordered
to pay a penalty of $2.3 million
in 2014.
He had conspired with two
others to skim millions of dollars off inflated contracts to supply food to furniture giant Ikea
between 2003 and 2009.
Leng succeeded in his appeal
against conviction and was
cleared in 2013, but the Court of
Appeal restored his original sentence after overturning the acquittal in November 2014.
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The biggest graft case here to
date is that of former Public Utilities Board deputy chief executive Choy Hon Tim, who was
jailed for 14 years in November
1995 for corruptly receiving
$13.85 million in bribes.
He was arrested after the Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau was tipped off that the
then 58-year-old senior civil
servant had taken millions in
kickbacks from contractors
when he was the PUB’s chief
electrical engineer.
In exchange for the bribes, he
gave them information that
helped them win PUB contracts.
In one of the largest cases of
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not disavowing the President, who
posted his tweets early last Saturday morning. “The tweet dealt with
wiretaps,” Mr Spicer said. “The other is an investigation. They are two
separate issues.”
While the Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting a wide-ranging counter-intelligence investigation into Russian interference with

the 2016 presidential election,
there is no public evidence that Mr
Trump is a target.
The Justice Department defines
“target” as someone investigators
have substantial evidence against
and who is likely to be indicted.
Current and former officials have
said repeatedly that, although they
are concerned about intelligence

suggesting meetings between associates of Mr Trump and Russian officials, they have developed no evidence of collusion between Mr
Trump’s campaign and Russia’s
hacking efforts.
Meanwhile, the state of Hawaii
has requested emergency court intervention to halt Mr Trump’s revised executive order placing US entry restrictions on refugees and travellers from six Muslim-majority nations. Arguing that the new travel
ban violates the US Constitution,
the state asked a Hawaii federal
court on Wednesday to grant a temporary restraining order that
should apply nationally.
US District Court Judge Derrick
Watson ruled earlier in the day that
the state could sue over Mr Trump’s
new order, which was signed by the
President on Monday. It is the first
legal challenge to the revised order.
A hearing is set for next Wednesday, a day before the new ban is to
go into effect.
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