B4

HOME

| THE STRAITS TIMES | FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 2017 |

ST Marine
graft case:
Ex-exec
sentenced to
16 weeks’ jail

Rape trial: Man tells
court how he tracked
down girlfriend
Selina Lum

He had signed 101 petty cash vouchers
to cover up $420k of illicit payments
Elena Chong
Court Correspondent
The former Singapore Technologies Marine (ST Marine) president
of the ship repair business group
was sentenced to 16 weeks’ jail yesterday.
Tan Mong Seng, 65, had signed
101 petty cash vouchers for “entertainment” which actually camouflaged illicit payments amounting
to $419,994.
Of the seven charged, former
group financial controller Ong
Teck Liam, 60, has pleaded guilty
but has yet to be sentenced.
Between 2000 and 2011, the
seven were involved in a scheme
which used “entertainment expenses” to cover up at least $24.9
million in bribes in one of the biggest corruption scandals in Singapore, court documents showed.
Tan, who runs his own business,
was convicted in February, after a
trial of about two weeks, of 101
charges of abetment by conspiracy
in relation to the falsification of accounts for 2002 to 2004.
He was found guilty of conspiring
with various people to falsely describe the claims as reimbursement

of entertainment expenses when
no such expenses were incurred.
In January, a former president of
ST Marine, Chang Cheow Teck, was
sentenced to 14 days’ detention for
his role in the scandal.
Former ST Marine chief executive officer and president See Leong
Teck received the heaviest sentence – 10 months’ jail and a
$100,000 fine.
Two other parties were jailed and
fined, while another was fined
$210,000.
Tan joined ST Marine, a whollyowned subsidiary of listed Singapore Technologies Engineering
(ST Engineering), as a director
(commercial) in 1998, and was subsequently redesignated as president (commercial business).
He wanted to leave the company
in 2002 to start his own business
but was persuaded to stay on as a
corporate adviser until May 2004.
Seeking a sentence of at least six
months, the prosecution submitted that the offences were serious,
and there is a significant public interest in deterring officers of companies from adopting or following
accounting practices that make
use of false documents to cover up
illicit payments.
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In passing sentence yesterday,
District Judge Jasbendar Kaur said:
“In my opinion, as the offences concerned an extensive corporate
wrongdoing to conceal the improper payment of commissions
that involved officers at all levels
and over a protracted period, a custodial sentence was clearly warranted to adequately reflect the seriousness of the offences.”
She said the most important sentencing consideration must be the
need to advance public interest by
imposing a deterrent sentence.
Finding his criminality less than
that of four others, the judge said
Tan was not a member of the
senior management team that was
instrumental in instituting the cre-

ative practice of using the petty
cash vouchers to conceal the commission payments. She also found
that compared with the others,
Tan’s involvement in the scheme
was shorter.
Senior Counsel N. Sreenivasan
said the corrupt practices in ST
Marine pre-dated his client joining
the company. All his client did was
to ensure that payments did not adversely affect profitability and margins, he said.
Tan’s sentence was deferred to
Tuesday. A pre-trial conference is
scheduled for April 27 for his remaining 345 charges that have
been stood down.
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His girlfriend had never been uncontactable in their three-year relationship.
So when the 22-year-old undergraduate went silent on her mobile
phone in the early hours of July 24,
2014, the worried boyfriend logged
into her Apple account using their
common password to search for
her using the Find My iPhone app.
The boyfriend, now 28, was testifying in the High Court yesterday
on Day 4 of the trial of Ong Soon
Heng, 40, who also goes by the
name Osh, for one charge each of
abduction and rape.
The prosecution’s case is that
Ong had plied her with drinks, then
drove her back to his home and
raped her.
Yesterday, the boyfriend told the
court that it was he who had encouraged his girlfriend, then an intern at
a food and beverage company, to go
to Zouk for a colleague’s farewell
party. Ong was a friend of the owners of the company.
She was hesitant to attend as she
was tired but he persuaded her to
go as a new co-worker was not acquainted with the rest.
When she stopped replying to his
WhatsApp messages at about
3.15am, he assumed she was with
her friends. But two hours later, she
had not taken all seven of his calls.
Close to 6am, he logged into her
Apple account and the Find My
iPhone app showed her device was
at Hume Heights.
He got into his van and followed
the GPS to a carpark near five colonial black-and-white bungalows.
He recognised a Daihatsu parked
there as Ong’s car; his girlfriend
had borrowed it when Ong was
overseas. He knew that Ong, whom
he has never met, was at the party
so he inferred this was his home.
But he was “almost bitten by a
dog” and chased out by the owner
of the first house he tried, he said.

At about 6.30am, he spotted his
girlfriend’s shoes outside the door
of one of the houses and knocked
for five minutes before Ong’s housemate opened the door.
The housemate became “panicky”, glanced at a closed door inside the house and made a phone
call that went unanswered, he said.
The boyfriend said the man let
him into the house. He said he
opened the room door, switched on
the light and saw his girlfriend and
Ong on a mattress, under a blanket.
He told the court Ong sprang up
and said “I did not do anything”. His
girlfriend was wearing a T-shirt and
shorts, he said, while her dress and
belt were on a clothes hanger.
He said he kept shaking her very
hard but she could barely open her
eyes. He pressed Ong to explain
what had happened but he did not
get any answers.
He pulled her up to a sitting position before lifting her to a standing
position. She was “extremely weak”
and could barely stand, he said, and
he had to “drag” her out of the house,
putting her arm over his shoulder
and his arm around her waist.
Ong’s lawyer, Mr Peter Fernando,
contended that the boyfriend’s account was “entirely untrue”.
The lawyer said his client’s version is that the woman got up from
the mattress on her own and
walked out to the van unaided. He
asserted that the woman then
looked at Ong and stuck out her
tongue “to indicate she was caught
red-handed by you”.
“I strongly disagree,” said the boyfriend.
The woman, now 25, had testified
behind closed doors on Wednesday.
A medical report said her blood alcohol concentration level at the
time she was at Ong’s house was
between 210.50mg and 254.50mg
per 100ml of blood. The legal limit
for driving is 80mg per 100ml.
The trial continues.
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