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Cases in 2nd
Zika cluster
not from
same home

Zika clusters

DA SILVA
LANE
O
SIM

HA

D
OA
NR

RIC
S
RD
AVE

AS

AD
RO
W
GO

E
OV
GR
LM UE
PA VEN
A

LO
W

L
GH
HI

D
AN

ND

FL
OW
ER
D
RO
A
AD
RO

O

EN

HENDRY
CLOSE

AD
RO

An NEA thermal fogging notice posted in Hendry Close, where the second Zika
cluster of the year has been found. ST PHOTO: PRISCILLA GOY
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king my blood than of Zika itself.”
She has asked her three sons to
spray more repellent. Since late last
year, she has also installed electronic insect repellent devices.
The area has mainly private housing, with landed properties and
condominiums. National Environment Agency officers and grassroots volunteers have distributed insect repellent and Zika information
leaflets to raise awareness.
Responses were mixed when re-

sidents were asked if they were
more concerned after hearing
about the latest cluster.
Retired stationery wholesaler
Yeo Kwang Sen, 85, said he is worried as Ms Hong lives near his
home, but he has been taking precautions. “I try to ensure there is no
stagnant water in my home, but
there’s only so much you can do.
The mosquitoes fly everywhere.”
Domestic helper Thant Thant Oo,
40, who lives along the same road,

is less worried. She said the authorities have been fogging the area and
conducting regular checks to spot
signs of mosquito breeding.
Hougang resident George Tan,
70, who is unemployed, said he is
“not worried at all”. “Prevention is
done every day as I do not leave stagnant water around, and I always
overturn pails and watering cans.”

Ex-HDB worker jailed 9 months for taking bribes

to Mr Chang, Mr Peck and Mr Goh.
Twenty per cent of the salaries
were credited into their respective
Central Provident Fund (CPF) accounts, and the remaining paid in
cash or by cheque.
For Mr Goh’s salary, 20 per cent
was credited into his CPF account,
and the remaining 80 per cent went
to Soh.
The prosecution said Soh was supposed to supervise and ensure the
works followed HDB guidelines.
Soh had noticed on some occasions that CCH neither used
HDB-approved materials for installing some of the barriers, nor ob-

tained HDB’s permission to use
other materials. He did not report
these facts to HDB and allowed the
works to carry on.
Soh’s lawyer, Mr Kelvin Lim, said
in his mitigation plea that since the
case came to light, Soh’s health had
deteriorated from the anxiety and
uncertainty of the matter. “Perhaps
the greatest pain (Soh) has had to endure is the fact that he has brought
shame to his family,” he said.
Soh could have been fined up to
$100,000 and jailed for up to five
years on each charge.

Elena Chong
Court Correspondent
A former Housing Board
clerk-of-works, who obtained
bribes more than 22 years ago in return for being lenient in his supervision of a construction project, was
jailed for nine months yesterday.
Soh Chor Huang, 65, was also

ordered to pay a penalty of
$24,800, the total amount of bribes
he received for 11 months in 1994.
He admitted to five counts of receiving $2,400 between March and
July 1994 from Mr Chang Chan Nam
and Mr Peck Chin Choon of Chang
Choon Huat Construction (CCH) as
an inducement to be lenient in his
supervision of CCH’s installation of
HDB carpark barriers.

on March 30, thinking it was a skin
problem. The doctor suspected she
had Zika, which can cause rashes
and mimic a mild cold. She was advised to go to a hospital if she had a
mild fever the next day. She did, so
she went to hospital on March 31.
She stayed calm as her fever did
not exceed 38 deg C and she did not
have much discomfort. She said:
“Friends visited me and found it
hard to believe as I didn’t look sick. I
was more afraid of the doctor ta-
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Just a year or two after her son had
dengue, she contracted Zika. Both
diseases are mosquito-borne.
So the positive Zika diagnosis did
not come as a surprise to Ms Hong
Hai Cheng, 46, one of two residents
with the virus in the second Zika
cluster of the year, in Flower
Road/Hendry Close.
The Hendry Close resident said
mosquitoes are a perennial problem
there. She told The Straits Times in
Mandarin: “I was likely bitten near
my home. There’s a drain on the
premises of a nearby house, and water always collects there when it
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One resident already discharged; earlier
cluster involving married couple is nearby
rains. I’ve tried to talk to the owner,
but it seems no one is around.”
Ms Hong, who manages Korean
food stalls here, told ST yesterday
she is well and has returned to work
after having been discharged from
Mount Alvernia Hospital on Sunday.
The other patient in the cluster
does not live with her. In the first
cluster, in Simon Place, a married
couple from the same home had the
virus. No one in the two clusters is
pregnant. The clusters are near
each other and also Kovan. The
first was notified on March 28; the
second was told on Thursday. Mosquito-control operations are ongoing in both areas.
Ms Hong found rashes all over her
body and visited a clinic in Hougang
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The court heard that CCH was incorporated in 1993 by Mr Chang,
Mr Peck and Soh’s brother-in-law,
Mr Goh Teck Seng.
CCH began work in late 1993 on
an HDB project to erect barriers to
parapets of multi-storey carparks,
with Soh assigned as the
clerk-of-works.
Deputy Public Prosecutor Jasmin
Kaur said Soh had planned with Mr

Chang and Mr Peck for him to receive the bribe as a “monthly salary”.
A government servant, Soh did
not want his name to be registered
in the company. He asked his
brother-in-law, Mr Goh, to register
instead. Mr Goh agreed, but did not
get involved in the company in any
other way.
Between January and November
1994, directors’ salaries were paid
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