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Moving onto a different track – thanks to School of the Arts
Winnie Tan
Ms Cheri Wee enrolled in the
School of the Arts (Sota) with a
dream to become a worldrenowned ballerina.
But in October, she will be pursuing a degree in psychology and philosophy at the University of Oxford.
“Sota gave me a safe space to fail,
for experimentation,” said the
19-year-old, who received the
Prime Minister’s Valedictorian
award as the most outstanding student in her cohort, at Sota’s fifth annual Awards Day yesterday.
“Six long years of blood, sweat
and tears, and I’ve found that my
place isn’t as a dancer on stage,” she
added.
Ms Wee is not a rarity among Sota
students, who initially join the
school focusing on an arts discipline.
Over 70 per cent of its graduates
have gone on to pursue non-artsrelated university courses, said Culture, Community and Youth Minis-

ter Grace Fu, in an address to
award recipients.
At Sota, a maximum of 200 students per cohort take a six-year integrated arts and academic curriculum leading to the International
Baccalaureate diploma or the career-related programme.
On top of their academic subjects, they must specialise in one
arts subject – dance, music, theatre,
literary arts, visual arts or film.
The percentage of graduates pursuing non-arts-related university
courses has increased from 60 per
cent in 2012 to 83 per cent in 2015.
“We aim to help our students
achieve what they want to achieve,
rather than make recommendations that they should study a specific range of courses,” said Sota
principal Lim Geok Cheng.
For Ms Wee, it was through dance
that she discovered other interests.
“There are so many things the study
of dance could (lead on) to, such as
psychology,” she said.

Elena Chong
Court Correspondent

He gets 3 months’ jail for offering to reduce
woman’s fine if she agreed to his request

As an investigation officer (IO)
with Singapore Customs, it was his
duty to uphold the law.
But Jonathan Sasayiah, now 31,
abused his position on July 15,
2014, when he attempted to obtain
a bribe from a woman in the form
of intimate acts.
The former IO was sentenced to

Michelle Yap to sentence Jonathan
to at least five months’ jail.
Stressing that the former IO had
abused his position, he said: “The
accused knew that the complainant was a young single
mother... who was in dire financial
straits and his corrupt conduct
served to exploit this.”
Defence lawyer Patrick Fernandez asked the judge to sentence
Jonathan to a fine of $10,000 instead. He said: “From (July 15,
2014) to the date he was arrested...
Jonathan did not make any arrangements to meet the victim.”
Before handing out the sentence, the judge noted that
Jonathan did not receive the gratification he had sought from the
woman. He is now out on bail of
$15,000 to settle some personal
matters, and will surrender to the
court on May 29.
For attempting to obtain the
bribe, he could have been jailed for
up to five years and fined up to
$100,000.

A Canadian who was in Singapore
on an employment pass planted a
miniature recording device in the
kitchen toilet of his condominium
unit to film his domestic worker.
Former regional chief information officer Paul Kwan, 52, was yesterday jailed for 12 weeks on two
counts of intruding into the privacy
of the 28-year-old Indonesian at his
home in the Newton area on July 30
and 31 last year. He pleaded guilty.
Each time on July 28, 29 and Aug
1, Kwan placed the camera on the
bottom of a shelf in the toilet. He
used adhesive to mount it on the
wall, then hid it behind a window
scraper. He fitted the lens into a
hole in the scraper with the camera
pointing towards the shower stall.
Deputy Public Prosecutor Chew
Xin Ying said Kwan managed to capture the victim using the toilet on
July 30, and showering the next day.
On Aug 1, the victim was cleaning
the toilet when she spotted the camera. She removed it and headed to
her agent, who called the police.
DPP Chew sought at least 12
weeks’ jail per charge, saying there
was a high degree of planning and
premeditation. She said there was a
grave intrusion of privacy of the domestic worker. A miniature recording device was used, and Kwan had
abused his position of trust.
Kwan’s lawyer Amarjit Singh said
his client was deeply remorseful.
He said that as a result of the incident, Kwan had lost his job and is
now unemployed.
District Judge Samuel Chua said
domestic workers are entitled to
work in a safe environment without
the fear of having their privacy intruded upon by members of the
household they are working in.
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Ms Cheri Wee (far right, in maroon dress) initially studied dance at the School of the Arts, but in October, she will be
pursuing a degree in psychology and philosophy at the University of Oxford. PHOTO: ANDRE CHONG

Ex-Customs officer sought
bribe in form of intimate acts
Shaffiq Alkhatib

Employer
jailed for
filming
maid in loo

three months’ jail yesterday after a
district court found him guilty of
the offence, following a 10-day
trial. The court heard that it happened after the woman, who cannot be named owing to a gag order,
was caught with two sticks of contraband cigarettes and fined $500.
She was facing serious financial difficulties at that time.
In his submissions, Deputy Public Prosecutor Navin Naidu said

Jonathan called the woman on
July 2, 2014, to ask her out on a
date. The woman testified that he
called her again 13 days later to ask
how she was going to settle the fine.
He said he could help reduce it.
According to the mother-of-four,
Jonathan asked what he would receive in return for his assistance.
The woman suggested they have
dinner but he rejected the idea.
She said he then asked if they
could “make out”. DPP Navin said
the woman understood that “make
out” meant to have sex, and she
made a police report the next day
on July 16.

Jonathan
Sasayiah tried to
obtain the bribe
in July 2014.

Corrupt Practices Investigation
Bureau officers arrested Jonathan
on Aug 13.
DPP Navin said that in one of the
conversations, Jonathan suggested
to the woman that they go to Johor
Baru to club and consume alcohol.
DPP Navin urged District Judge
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