A6

TOPOFTHENEWS

| THE STRAITS TIMES | WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2017 |

All S’poreans play
role in fight against
corruption: PM
He urges everyone to do their best to protect legacy of clean system
Danson Cheong
Singaporeans play an important
part in ensuring that corruption
does not become a social norm,
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
said yesterday.

While the courts, the Government and public servants need to
maintain the highest levels of professionalism and integrity, the people must also actively reject corruption to prevent the scourge from
taking root here, he added.
“Our founding leaders left us a

clean system, built up over more
than half a century. It is a legacy that
we can be proud of, and we should
do our utmost to protect it,” he said
at the official opening of the Corrupt
Practices Investigation Bureau’s
(CPIB) Corruption Reporting and
Heritage Centre in Whitley Road.

The centre, which has been running since Jan 9, is another location
where people can complain in person about corruption. Previously,
they had to do it at the CPIB headquarters in Lengkok Bahru.
Reiterating Singapore’s zero-tolerance approach towards corruption,
Mr Lee said a clean system, which is
necessary for the country’s success,
is not a natural state of affairs.
“We have a system that works, and
we must keep it that way,” he added.
This is unlike many countries,
where corruption is accepted as
the “natural state of affairs” and is
impossible to eradicate, he said.
Singaporeans demand and expect a clean system, and do not condone giving or accepting bribes,
said Mr Lee, noting that they also
trust that the law will be applied
transparently and fairly to all.
“People believe that they can
make it because they work hard, not
because they have special connections or are paying extra ‘fees’, and
that is the way things should be.”
He said that Singapore also has a
professional public service that is
paid “fair and realistic wages”

benchmarked against the private
sector. This, he added, reduces the
temptation to accept bribes.
Elections in Singapore also do not
cost a lot of money, unlike in other
countries, where clean candidates
and political parties stand no
chance of being elected if they do
not have the resources, he said.
Turning to the new CPIB centre,
Mr Lee said it shows that the Government treats complaints about
corruption seriously.
He called on people who know or
suspect corrupt behaviour to report it, pointing out that many successful investigations arise from
such tip-offs.
“We will investigate any com-

118
Number of corruption cases
investigated by the CPIB
last year – a 32-year low.

plaint on corruption thoroughly,”
he said.
The number of corruption cases
fell 11 per cent last year from the year
before, hitting a 32-year low – with
the CPIB investigating 118 cases.
Singapore was ranked the seventh least corrupt country in the
world last year by graft watchdog
Transparency International.
After touring the centre, Mr Lee
presented prizes to students who
won a short-story writing competition organised by the CPIB.
Nanyang Polytechnic student
Corwin Pek, 17, one of the award
winners, said: “Not many Singaporeans know how the CPIB works,
and this gallery will help people get
a better understanding of it.”
The centre also houses a heritage
gallery, where visitors can view artefacts about old cases and learn of
the CPIB’s history through quizzes
played on interactive screens.
CPIB director Wong Hong Kuan
said it creates “an accessible space
for the public to report and learn
about corruption”.
dansonc@sph.com.sg

The CPIB’s
Corruption
Reporting and
Heritage Centre
in Whitley Road
is one location
where people
can complain
about corruption
in person. Prime
Minister Lee
Hsien Loong said
many successful
investigations
arise from
tip-offs, and
urged people
who know or
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behaviour to
report it.
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No bribes allowed, not even a $2 hongbao for postman
In his early years
with the CPIB,
corruption was
particularly
widespread
among junior
civil servants
and police
officers, said
Mr Raymond Ng.

It was a case of the $2 hongbao.
During the Chinese New Year festive period in the 1970s, postmen
would collect red packets from
shopkeepers. Those that gave
would get their letters delivered intact and on time.
“Those that didn’t would have
their letters thrown away by the
postmen,’’ said Mr Raymond Ng,
74, who was then a young investigating officer with the Corrupt Prac-

tices Investigation Bureau (CPIB).
It had earlier received complaints
that postmen were getting red packets as bribes from shopkeepers.
Recounting the case of a postman
he caught, Mr Ng said he had received a $2 hongbao from a shopkeeper in Joo Chiat Place.
When he was arrested, he
pleaded for a second chance. “He
went down on bended knees to ask
me to let him go...but I couldn’t. I

had to take him in.” The case left an
indelible mark on Mr Ng as it underscored Singapore’s no-nonsense
stance towards corruption.
He was among several past and
present CPIB officers who spoke to
the media last week about their experiences in investigating graft
cases, ahead of the official opening
of the Corruption Reporting and
Heritage Centre in Whitley Road.
Another memorable case in his 27

years at the bureau involved a senior public servant receiving bribes
totalling about $13.85 million.
It was Singapore’s biggest graft
case, and Mr Ng was on the team
that dug out the evidence that convicted Choy Hon Tim, then deputy
chief executive of the Public Utilities Board. He was jailed for 14 years
in November 1995.
In his early years with the CPIB,
Mr Ng said, corruption was particularly widespread among junior civil
servants and police officers.
“Although the bureau was set up
and corruption was under control,
there was a lot of petty corruption,”
he said.

Today, while corruption cases are
at an all-time low, criminals are exploiting technology and the ease of
travel to avoid getting detected,
said CPIB’s head of operations management Thomas Cheo, 45.
Unlike in the past, when bribes
were paid locally, nowadays, they
could be paid overseas, or with electronic currencies such as bitcoin.
Investigators often have to travel
abroad to get evidence like foreign
bank records, Mr Cheo said. To be
good at their job, “investigators
need an inquisitive mind, be good
listeners and have an eye for detail”.
Danson Cheong
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Yap Li Yin and Zhaki Abdullah
All-day performance checks of
the new signalling system on the
North-South Line are necessary
to “work out teething issues”, rail
operator SMRT said in a blog
post yesterday.
The
communications-based
train control signalling system allows trains to run closer together
and arrive at intervals of up to 100
seconds during peak hours, instead of 120 seconds currently.
The checks were first conducted
during off-peak hours in March,
and progressed to all-day weekday
testing last month.
“As there are limited engineering hours each day (from 1.30am to
4.30am), it is not possible for us to
accumulate adequate testing hours
if we do not run the new signalling
system during weekdays,” said the
rail operator.
It added that trains fitted with
the new system were put through
“rigorous checks” before being
cleared for passenger service.

The issues faced by the
North-South Line could potentially resurface when the Tuas
West Extension (TWE) opens on
June 18.
While the TWE will bring convenience to those working in the
Tuas industrial area, it could spell
even more challenges for SMRT.
The TWE will operate on the new
signalling system, which may result in problems such as delays between stations, train carriages stopping slightly longer at platforms
and the platform screen doors and
train doors not opening promptly.
However, Mr Siu Yow Wee, director of station operations, is confident that these issues will be handled well. “LTA, SMRT and the engineers from (signalling system supplier) Thales are working very
closely, with all hands on deck, so
that we can respond quickly to any
situation that may arise,”he said.
He was speaking to reporters yesterday at the Gul Circle MRT station, together with a team of station managers. The station is one
of the four new MRT stations – the
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Majid and Wong
Kin Kwok are
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others are Tuas Crescent, Tuas
West Road and Tuas Link – on the
TWE, which is expected to serve
100,000 commuters daily.
On the ground level, more manpower has been deployed. Extra
service ambassadors will help
commuters get used to the layout
of the new stations, and respond
to any issues.
“All station staff are trained to be
on standby and we are always
ready to attend to emergencies or
faults,” said Mr Sawal Majid, 47, the

senior station manager at Gul Circle station.
Preparations have been taking
place daily since February last year
in order to get the 7.5km-long extension up and running. The TWE
project involves both experienced
SMRT staff and new hires like Mr
Francis Arnold, 31, the station manager of Tuas West Road station.
“I am excited and fortunate to be
part of the pioneer team launching
the Tuas West Extension, and I am
learning a lot from the senior man-

agers,” said Mr Arnold.
When asked for their thoughts
about the train delays, Mr Wong
Kin Kwok, 41, the station manager
of Tuas Link station, said: “We
will do our best and try to improve
the situation.”
This view was echoed by SMRT
on its blog, where it sought the understanding of commuters during
these tests.
liyinyap@sph.com.sg
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An industry briefing will be conducted next month for firms interested in participating in the tender
for the assets company of the Kuala
Lumpur-Singapore High Speed Rail
(HSR) project.
The assets company will be responsible for designing, building, financing and maintaining all rolling
stock and rail assets.
The briefing will be conducted by
Malaysia’s MyHSR Corporation – a
unit under the Malaysian Ministry
of Finance – and Singapore’s Land
Transport Authority, the two agencies announced yesterday.
The briefing is open to all “qualified entities” and will serve as a
platform for MyHSR and LTA to
share the project’s key features,
tender parameters and technical
specifications.
The 350km Kuala Lumpur-Singapore HSR is slated to be completed
by end-2026.

• Interested parties can visit the

MyHSR website (www.myhsr.com.my)
or the LTA website
(https://www.lta.gov.sg/content/
ltaweb/en/featured-projects/
hsr.html) for more information.

