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Siblings charged
with overseas
graft offences
Duo allegedly involved in getting
$2m in bribes from Shanghai firms
Shaffiq Alkhatib
A pair of siblings learnt that the
long arm of the law extends well beyond Singapore when they were
taken to court over alleged bribes
accepted in China.
Singaporeans Judy Teo Suya
Bik,65, and her brother Teo Chu Ha,
alias Henry Teo, 68, were allegedly
involved in corruption in Shanghai
between April 2007 and November
2010. Yesterday, the pair were each
charged with 50 counts of corruption-related offences involving
about 11.1 million yuan (S$2.3 million).
In a release, the Corrupt Practices
Investigation Bureau (CPIB) said
that Singaporeans who commit corrupt acts overseas can be taken to
task by the authorities here under
the Prevention of Corruption Act.
The agency noted that the Act has
provisions for extraterritorial pow-

ers over a Singapore citizen.
The court heard that Judy Teo allegedly obtained the bribes from
Shanghai Long-Distance Transportation and Feili International
Transport as a reward for helping
them secure contracts with Seagate
Technology International. Henry
Teo was then the Seagate senior director of logistics.
Judy Teo allegedly helped the Chinese firms by providing them with
confidential information obtained
from her brother. Henry Teo, who
currently owns a Singapore-based
company known as Ampro Tools
Enterprise, is accused of abetting
his sister by engaging in a conspiracy with her to obtain the bribes.
The siblings are also accused of
one count each of an offence under
the Corruption, Drug Trafficking
and Other Serious Crimes (Confiscation of Benefits) Act.
In 2012, Henry Teo allegedly used
$703,480 – benefits of his sister’s
purported criminal conduct – to
buy, in her name, a unit on the
fourth storey of Summerhill condominium in Hume Avenue.
Judy Teo is accused of abetting
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the offence by instigating him to
use the money to buy the property.
The siblings, who were not represented by a lawyer, told the court
yesterday that they intend to engage
one. They also said they will be claiming trial. The pair are out on bail and
will be back in court on July 13.
CPIB said it worked with the Chinese authorities in investigating the
case and received valuable assistance from them. It added: “Singa-

pore adopts a zero-tolerance approach towards corruption. The
CPIB takes a serious view of any corrupt and criminal practices, and will
not hesitate to take action against
any party involved in such acts.”
Offenders convicted of corruption
can be jailed for up to five years and
fined up to $100,000 on each
charge.
ashaffiq@sph.com.sg

Outgoing Syariah Court presidents honoured

Ex-RWS
director jailed
for graft
Elena Chong
Court Correspondent
A former assistant director of Resorts World Sentosa (RWS), who was convicted of taking bribes totalling $39,000 from a subcontractor, was sentenced to 22 weeks’ jail yesterday.
Alex Ong Boon Chuan, 45, was also ordered to pay
a penalty of $39,000.
He is filing an appeal and is out on $80,000 bail.
He was convicted of corruptly obtaining bribes
of $1,000 to $16,000 on each of five occasions from
Mr Kenneth Ng Soon Yong, 49, then a director of
Mecflou, in return for not delaying progress payments to the company, which specialises in mechanical and electrical engineering installations
for process engineering.
At the time of the offences between July 2010 and
May 2011, Ong was the zone manager in charge of
the construction and installation of the Transformers theme ride at Universal Studios Singapore (USS).
His job scope included approving progress payments for work done.
Cyclect Electrical Engineering was the mechanical
and electrical engineering contractor of the project.
Its subcontractor for mechanical engineering works
was Mecflou, whose director was Mr Ng.
It was not in dispute that Ong obtained loans
from Mr Ng. The sole issue was whether Ong acted
corruptly.
In his closing submissions, Deputy Public Prosecutor Jiang Ke-Yue said that Ong acted with guilty
knowledge.
Ong, he said, was in a position to delay progress
payments for the project.
The loans coincided with the progress claims,
and as some payments were in fact delayed, there
was incentive for Mr Ng to make the loans to ensure timely payouts.
Ong knew that obtaining loans from a subcontractor of the project was a conflict of interest, in breach
of RWS’ code of conduct. Yet, he proceeded to get
the loans.
The prosecutor said Mr Ng, who had been given 18
weeks for his offences in October 2015, gave the
loans corruptly as an inducement for Ong not to delay progress payments.
He even falsified documents to make false expense claims for the loans, and to conceal the corrupt loans.
DPP Jiang argued that Ong’s key defence that he
had acted under a “moral obligation” to repay the
joint account that he shared with his wife was illogical and could not be believed.
He said evidence showed Ong was motivated by
greed. He sought a total sentence of 24 weeks’ jail
but did not push for a penalty.
In imposing the penalty, District Judge Jasvender
Kaur said that based on the evidence, she made the
finding that there had been no repayment to Mr Ng.
Ong, defended by Mr Chua Eng Hui, could have
been jailed for up to five years and/or fined up to
$100,000 on each corruption charge.
elena@sph.com.sg
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(From left) Syariah Court president Muhd Fazalee Jaafar, retiring senior president Mohamad Haji Rais, Minister-in-charge of Muslim Affairs Yaacob Ibrahim, retiring president Zainol
Abeedin Hussin, incoming senior president Alfian Yasrif Kuchit and president Raihanah Halid at an appreciation ceremony yesterday at The Central @ Clarke Quay. The event,
organised by the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, was in honour of Ustaz Mohamad, 70, and Mr Zainol, 71, who are stepping down today.
Praising the work of the outgoing presidents, Dr Yaacob, who is also Minister for Communications and Information, said: “Ustaz Mohamad and Mr Zainol Abeedin have always
administered Muslim family law fairly and efficiently, without fear or favour.”
Ustaz Alfian, 39, will take on the appointment of senior president tomorrow. The Syariah Court, in Lengkok Bahru, is an Islamic religious court that handles Muslim legal affairs,
ranging from divorce to inheritance, according to Syariah Law. PHOTO: MINISTRY OF CULTURE, COMMUNITY AND YOUTH
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If you have what it takes to represent Singapore on the world
stage and champion humanitarian causes, and are aged
between 18 and 28 (as of January 1st, 2017), visit
www.missuniversesingapore.com.sg by 10 July 2017.
Terms and conditions apply.

More than $55,000 worth of prizes including $10,000 cash, plus
coverage in Singapore Press Holding's stable of titles & the right
to represent Singapore at the annual Miss Universe pageant!
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A Malaysian man was hauled to
court yesterday after he allegedly cheated a hawker while
posing as a journalist from Shin
Min Daily News.
Goh Ting Chee, 39, who was
charged with one count of cheating, is accused of duping Ms Tan
Wang Tee, 57, into giving him
$500 as a deposit for a purported advertisement placement. He allegedly committed
the offence at Pek Kio Market
and Food Centre at Block 41A,
Cambridge Road, on June 22.
Speaking from the dock, Goh
told District Judge Christopher
Goh yesterday that the incident
was a misunderstanding. He
said that he is a reporter from
MBest Media and was then wearing his media pass.
He added that Ms Tan was the
one who said he was from the
Chinese evening paper.
The prosecution asked the
court for a three-week adjournment for additional charges to
be tendered against him.
Goh, who was unrepresented,
was offered bail of $20,000. He
will be back in court on July 20.
In a statement on Wednesday
evening, police said they arrested Goh at Block 112, Bukit
Purmei, on Tuesday.
Several hawkers and Shin Min
had alerted the police to the case
last week.
The Chinese paper also posted
a notice on its Facebook page
last Friday.
It said: “Shin Min would like to
clarify that it did not send anyone to sell the above-mentioned
packages, and hopes businesses
will be on the alert.”
Shaffiq Alkhatib
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