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Man faces
395 charges
of graft,
money
laundering

Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong
speaking with
Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor
Orban at the
Istana yesterday.
Flanking them
are Hungarian
Minister for
Foreign Affairs
and Trade Peter
Szijjarto and
Singapore’s
Minister for
Education
(Schools) and
Second Minister
for Transport Ng
Chee Meng.
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and Elena Chong
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Singapore, Hungary
ink three agreements
Bilateral ties strengthened with deals
in aviation, education and food safety
Nur Asyiqin Mohamad Salleh
Singapore and Hungary yesterday
agreed to boost economic cooperation as well as partnerships in avia-

tion, education and food safety.
Bilateral ties are steadily strengthening as is two-way trade, which
crossed $1.14 billion last year, Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong noted.
He was speaking at a joint press

conference with visiting Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban after
the signing of three agreements.
Both sides are keen to further economic cooperation, the leaders said.
“Hungary provides an excellent
gateway for Singapore and Asean to
Central and Eastern Europe,” said
Mr Lee. “And Singapore is a trading
and financial hub located in the middle of South-east Asia, which Hun-
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gary should make full use of to
access the growing Asean market.”
Both he and Mr Orban, who is in
town for a two-day visit, agreed it
was important for their countries to
remain open to free trade.
Mr Orban, speaking in Hungarian, noted that he had brought
along a sizeable business delegation, and said Hungary is keen on
finding more opportunities to work
with Singapore. “We highly appreciate the stability of Singapore,” he
said, noting that Hungary believes
the future belongs to countries that
are stable in the long term, both politically and economically.
“This continues to be our greatest
challenge in Europe... how to provide security and safety, while at the
same time remaining competitive.”
The three agreements signed yesterday will also help break down
barriers in their fields, he said.
One, between Hungary’s Ministry of Human Capacities and Singapore’s Education Ministry, will
encourage educational institutions
to explore opportunities for student exchanges and internships.
Hungary will also offer 30 scholarships a year for Singaporeans to pursue degrees there.
The second agreement will provide a framework for Singapore’s

Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority and the National Food Chain
Safety Office of Hungary to work together in the field of food safety.
Singapore and Hungary also
signed an air transport agreement
that will, among other things, allow
their airlines to fly any number of direct services between their countries. Mr Lee thanked Mr Orban for
Hungary’s support for the air transport agreement as well as for the ratification of the European Union-Singapore Free Trade Agreement.
“These agreements will further
enrich our bilateral relations, and
underline our commitment to
greater economic integration and
trade liberalisation,” he said.
Mr Orban also had a ceremonial
welcome at the Istana and called on
President Halimah Yacob. He
ended his day at a banquet hosted
by Mr Lee, who noted that both
sides have collaborated in areas
ranging from sports to science, and
said: “I am confident your visit will
spur greater cooperation and exchanges between our two countries
and peoples, and our two regions.”
Mr Orban noted that both countries have much in common, having
had to rely on their people and talent instead of natural resources.
He invited Mr Lee to Budapest
and, to laughter, spoke of a Hungarian saying that “only dead fish swim
with the current”. “It means all nations need their own formula. Some
have to swim against the current to
be successful,” he said. “We respect
your country because you were
able to find that magic formula.”
Mr Orban hoped that after the
visit, “Hungarians will understand
how to be brave enough to find a
new magic formula”.
asyiqins@sph.com.sg

A former senior procurement officer of Keppel Shipyard was yesterday slapped with 395 charges
involving corruption and money
laundering.
Neo Kian Siong, 62, stands accused of 78 counts of corruptly
accepting money from several
company directors and a sales engineer, as a reward for advancing
their companies’ business interests with Keppel Shipyard.
The total sum involved is said
to be $293,000. One of these alleged transactions is Neo’s receipt of $44,500 from a director
of wholesaler Kim Seng Huat, Mr
Ong Tong Yang, in 2014.
Neo is also said to have converted around $933,600 to numerous forms of assets, in 270
counts of offences. The Corrupt
Practices Investigation Bureau
said this sum wholly represents
benefits from criminal proceeds.
The assets included vehicle deposits and hire purchases, insurance premiums, shares, unit
trusts and foreign currencies.
Among the charges, Neo is accused of using a corruptly obtained sum – around $16,860 – to
buy Keppel Corp shares in 2010.
In 2013, he was said to have
used $113,501 that he corruptly
accepted to foot the deposit on
his Volkswagen Passat car. The
next year, he allegedly used
around $54,000 of such money
to pay the housing loan on his
Hillview Avenue condominium.
Neo also faces 47 counts of
transferring about $119,800 to
various bank accounts. Court documents showed that the alleged
offences took place from 2000.
A Keppel spokesman said Neo
was charged with corruption
where “he allegedly provided confidential pricing information in
exchange for bribes”. Neo was
dismissed from the company
early last year, she added.
“We take a serious view of any
corrupt act and will not tolerate
any employee conduct that is illegal or brings the company into
disrepute.”
If found guilty of corrupt transactions with agents, Neo may be
fined up to $100,000 and jailed
for up to five years.
If convicted of an offence involving acquiring, possessing, using, concealing or transferring
the benefits of criminal conduct,
he may be fined up to $500,000
and jailed for up to 10 years.
The case is expected to be mentioned on Nov 7.
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Boosting
healthcare
workers’
mental
well-being
Linette Lai
Working as a patient service associate in Tan Tock Seng Hospital,
Mrs Mastan Nachiyal can find some
days overwhelming.
When phones ring off the hook
and patients are being exceptionally demanding, she sometimes has
to step aside, take a deep breath
and calm down.
These feelings are not uncommon among her colleagues, said
Mrs Mastan, 54.
“Sometimes we are angry inside,”
she said. “But we are the front-liners and we have to be tactful.”
Two organisations have teamed
up to promote mental well-being
among healthcare workers – an
area that they feel is currently
“under-served”.
The Healthcare Services Employees’ Union (HSEU) – which represents over 40,000 healthcare workers – and the Association of Psychotherapists and Counsellors (Singapore) formalised their collaboration yesterday.

Patient service associate Mastan Nachiyal sometimes finds work overwhelming
and needs to step aside to calm down. ST PHOTO: MARK CHEONG

The move was supported by the
National Trades Union Congress.
“This is an industry of caregiving,
and like all caregivers, (healthcare
workers) are subjected to much
stress,” said HSEU president K.
Thanaletchimi. “They are also human and there are ups and downs in
their lives... these people also need
help at times.”
The organisations plan to address
the stigma surrounding mental
health issues and will offer counselling sessions for healthcare workers. They are also planning to help
uplift professional standards for
psychotherapists.
The long-term goal, said Ms
Thanaletchimi, is to have a walk-in
service where healthcare workers
can seek help whenever they are in
need.
“We need to convince employers
to embrace this as part of work-

place health and safety,” she added.
Some healthcare organisations,
such as the National University Hospital and Singapore General Hospital (SGH), already have counselling
programmes to help staff cope with
work-related issues.
The National Healthcare Group
said it also organises talks and allows flexible work arrangements
for staff.
Ms Sherylene Heah, a senior medical social worker at SGH, said her
workplace has a peer support system to help staff who may be emotionally affected by incidents at
work. “A peer supporter is a trained
volunteer who provides psychological first aid to staff who are emotionally affected by a critical incident.
(They also) act as a point of access
to professional help, if needed.”
linettel@sph.com.sg

