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Supervisor at airport
shop jailed for taking
watches worth $1.3m
A senior supervisor with Changi
Airport’s duty-free shop misappropriated $1.3 million worth of luxury
watches and pawned them for
about $490,000, a district court
heard yesterday.
To cover his tracks, Tan Wei
Shen, 32, would indicate in the
shop’s stock-count list that the
watches had been sent out to the
service centre for repairs.
He was sentenced to five years
and eight months behind bars yesterday for criminal breach of trust
of 46 watches, and six charges of
disposing of the items by pawning
them at pawnshops.
Tan stole the watches between
December 2015 and June last year
when he was working for Shilla
Travel Retail at a Maison de
Chronus shop in Changi Airport’s
Terminal 3.
Deputy Public Prosecutor Vik-

neswaran Kumaran said Tan misappropriated the 46 watches – comprising one Chopard, 16 JaegerLeCoultre, six IWC, three Piaget, 12
Breguet and eight Blancpain models – over the six-month period. He
pawned them at two pawnshops.
Investigations showed that some
time in May last year, Tan handed a
stolen Jaeger-LeCoultre watch to a
representative of Bedok Pawnshop
and received $25,000 for it.
Shilla Travel Retail discovered a
shortfall of watches during its
stock checks in December 2015
and April last year. But the company trusted his account when he
lied that the watches had been
sent for servicing.
In June last year, a retail manager
of the shop became suspicious
when he discovered a shortfall of
Breguet watches.
He checked the stock list, which

indicated that Tan had sent the
watches for servicing. But he
found out from the service centre
that it did not have the watches.
When he confronted Tan on
June 17 the same year, Tan admitted to misappropriating the
watches and was arrested.
He claimed that he spent most
of the money on gambling. Fortyfive watches were recovered.
Tan’s lawyer, Mr K. Jayakumar
Naidu, said in mitigation that his
client had initially misplaced
some watches which he was supposed to send out for repair. In order not to let the management
know, counsel said, Tan borrowed
from friends and his father took
loans from loan sharks.
He said his client continued to
take watches from the shop, and
used the money he received to redeem them every month.
Thirty-two similar charges under the Corruption, Drug Trafficking and Other Serious Crimes
(Confiscation of Benefits) Act
were taken into consideration.
Tan could have been jailed for
up to 15 years and fined for criminal breach of trust as a servant;
and fined up to $500,000 and/or
jailed for up to 10 years for each of
the other offences.
Elena Chong

MBS manager jailed
and fined over bribes,
false overtime claim
A senior manager with Marina Bay
Sands (MBS) integrated resort was
jailed and fined yesterday for graft
and cheating offences.
Lim Gim Siong, 51, was jailed for
seven days for abetting subordinate Chen Fucheng to deceive MBS
into approving Mr Chen’s overtime
claim of about $40 when the supervisor did not work during the time
stated on Feb 6, 2013.
Lim was also fined a total of
$58,000 and ordered to pay a
penalty of $4,037 for corruption involving no less than $5,437.
He pleaded guilty to seven
charges of graft for obtaining
bribes in the form of a mini iPad
and a mobile phone worth $700
each from a director of Kee Hardware, as well as dinner and entertainment treats from a project
manager of Cyclet Electrical
Engineering – to further the two

companies’ business interests
with MBS.
As senior manager of technical
services at the electrical section of
MBS’ meetings, incentives, conventions and exhibitions (Mice) arm,
Lim had to ensure that event sites
were set up on time and in compliance with client requests.
When necessary, he would engage third-party vendors and suppliers to help him.
Between 2012 and 2014, he corruptly obtained various gifts and
other benefits in kind from Mr
Quek Boon Chye, a director of Kee
Hardware, a supplier of industrial
products.
Deputy Public Prosecutor Vincent Ong said Lim’s requests for
gifts were made through his subordinates, such as Mr Chen, 32, and
would be framed as a request for
gifts for all of them.

Mr Quek acceded to Lim’s persistent requests for treats and gifts because he felt that Lim would be
able to advance his business interests at MBS.
He was also concerned that Lim
would find fault with his products
and that he might stop getting orders from MBS’ Mice team.
Through his subordinates, Lim
also obtained dinner treats costing
from $1,416 to $3,742, and entertainment from Mr Jeffrey Lim Teck
Hoe, a project manager with Cyclet, which installed electrical
works at MBS event sites.
Mr Lim agreed to give the corrupt gratifications to Lim as he did
not want Lim or his team to find
fault with the electrical works carried out by Cyclet or to complain
about its workers’ competency,
said DPP Ong.
For the cheating charge, Lim
approved an overtime claim made
by Mr Chen, falsely stating that he
worked from 4pm to 7.30pm
when he had worked only from
4pm to 6pm.
Lim could have been fined up to
$100,000 and/or jailed for up to
five years for each count of graft.
The cheating offence is punishable with up to 10 years’ jail and a
fine.
Elena Chong
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Father of his then colleague helped him get
tourist refund for $23.6k ring for his girlfriend
Elena Chong
Court Correspondent
A former research fellow at the
Agency for Science, Technology and
Research (A*Star) was fined $7,000
yesterday after he was convicted of

two goods and services tax (GST) offences.
Chinese national Bai Jiaming, 31,
pleaded guilty last Friday to getting
the help of his then colleague’s father, Zhang Yaoqun, 61, to get a GST
refund of $1,544 for a $23,600
Tiffany diamond ring bought by

Bai. He also admitted to getting a
Prada bag and the ring from Zhang,
after a GST refund of $1,792 had
been claimed on the two items.
Bai was detained with the items
when he tried to exit the Arrival
North Transit Area of Terminal 3 at
Changi Airport on March 11 for suspected misuse of a boarding pass.
Singapore has seen a rising number of people misusing boarding
passes for reasons like purchasing
duty-free items or getting into the

transit area to get closer to celebrities. A total of 59 people were arrested in the first half of this year,
up from 22 in 2015 and 23 last year.
Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore (Iras) tax prosecutor
Charles Li said Bai did not qualify
for a GST refund under the Electronic Tourist Refund Scheme
(eTRS) as he was not a tourist.
However, Bai, at the suggestion
of his colleague Zhang Baicheng, engaged the help of the 33-year-old’s
father to get the GST refund.
The total GST amount involved is
$1,792, out of which $248 is for the
handbag and $1,544 for the ring.
The younger Zhang was with Bai
when the former bought the handbag on Feb 23. Bai was looking for a
ring to propose to his girlfriend.
Zhang Baicheng told Bai he
would be using his father’s passport
to obtain a GST refund for the handbag. He then asked Bai if he would
like to do the same for the ring.
Five days later, Bai bought the diamond ring from Tiffany while he
was with Zhang Baicheng, who had
his father’s passport with him.
On March 11, Bai – with a one-way
air ticket to Jakarta bought the previous day – went with the Zhangs to
Changi Airport. The two Zhangs
had return air tickets for Bangkok.
They checked in and entered the
transit area. After Zhang Yaoqun obtained the GST refund for the bag and
the ring, he gave the items to his son,
who gave them to Bai. Bai tried to
leave the transit area but was stopped
by an Immigration and Checkpoints
Authority officer. Zhang Baicheng
was also detained, but it is unclear if
his father flew to Bangkok.
Bai and the Zhangs also colluded
to give false information to Iras. It
was only late in the investigation
that Bai admitted to lying. The
Zhangs, who have been charged,
will be dealt with separately.

Bai Jiaming was detained as he was trying to leave the transit area of Changi
Airport with a one-way ticket to Jakarta. ST PHOTO: WONG KWAI CHOW

Iras said yesterday that it takes a
serious view of false declarations
for GST refunds under the tourist refund scheme and abuses of the
scheme. It said it works closely with
the enforcement authorities to uncover any attempt of GST fraud.
There have been five cases of
eTRS convictions and sentencing
since 2014, with three this year.
The maximum penalty for contra-

vening the Goods and Services Tax
(General) Regulations is a $5,000
fine. In default of payment, offenders can be jailed for up to six months.
An A*Star spokesman said Bai is
no longer its employee and would
not comment on his case.
elena@sph.com.sg
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