THURSDAY MARCH 15, 2018

SINCE 1845

Sport Paddlers target
Commonwealth Games sweep C8

Business Sim Lim
Square seeking $1.1b
collective sale C2

Science Saving
Singapore’s crabs B10

Home
Adult S’poreans
becoming fitter
B1
World Malaysian sources hint at late April or May polls A14 • Opinion Getting to heart of smoking issue A34
EXCELLENCE IN REDESIGN: SOCIETY OF NEWS DESIGN

BEST IN NEWSPAPER DESIGN, BEST NEWS WEBSITE: WAN-IFRA

False news could be
first line of attack on
nation: Shanmugam
This applies especially to foreign actors unable
to use military means against S’pore, he says
Lester Hio
A campaign of disinformation,
where falsehoods are spread subtly
and gradually, could be the first
step in an attack on Singapore.
This would apply especially to
foreign actors who want to attack
Singapore but cannot do so using
military means, Law and Home Affairs Minister K. Shanmugam said
yesterday, the first day of hearings
by a parliamentary Select Committee on deliberate online falsehoods.
He was deliberating with Dr
Michael Raska of the S. Rajaratnam
School of International Studies on
how information warfare and cyber
conflicts have been in play throughout the world, and their implications for Singapore.
While Singapore might have the
edge in conventional warfare, said
Dr Raska, the use of disinformation campaigns aimed at political,
racial and religious fracture points
that may exist in society can offset
an attacker’s military inferiority.
“These attacks can happen (from)
far away where a conventional response is not viable,” said Dr Raska,
one of 10 individuals invited to elaborate on written submissions they
had sent to the committee.

A campaign of disinformation
also conflicts with Singapore’s concept of deterrence, which has revolved around conventional warfare, he added.
Mr Shanmugam then pointed
out that the “logical conclusion”
for foreign actors to weaken Singapore is to “first engage in information warfare”. Agreeing, Dr Raska
said that the fracture points do not
even have to stem from within Singapore to create tensions. “Singapore can be drawn into crisis outside, externally, where Singapore’s
reputation... any sort of issue that
would threaten its international
standing, could be challenged.”
Senior Minister of State for Communications and Information Janil
Puthucheary cited Dr Raska’s earlier research where he emphasised
the growing importance of social
media in military campaigns, by
identifying existing fault lines and
creating new ones.
Dr Raska said: “(Social media) can
create new fault lines, amplifying
tensions or issues that have not
been previously thought of as important, and these can be rapidly disseminated or diffused and suddenly
become very, very, important.”
In his written submission, Dr
Raska said cyber warfare has in-

Death of a science star
Cosmologist
and physicist
Stephen
Hawking,
known for his
discoveries on
the nature of
black holes and
scientific work
on the origins
of the universe,
died yesterday
at the age of 76.
Although in a
wheelchair for
most of his life,
he was one of
science’s
brightest stars
and changed
the way humans
view the
universe, said
scientists and
world leaders
who paid
tribute to him.
His family
confirmed his
death in a
statement,
saying his work
and legacy
will live on for
many years:
“His courage
and persistence,
with his
brilliance and
humour, inspired
people... He
once said,
‘It would not
be much of a
universe if it
wasn’t home to
the people you
love.’ We will
miss him
forever.”

creasingly been recognised as a fundamental strategy for warfare by
countries. He cited the example of
China’s People’s Liberation Army,
which has moved to focus on “information dominance” since 2015,
with the aim of fighting and winning localised information wars.
In comparison, Singapore’s security paradigm has not really
changed and would need to further
adapt to these changes, he said.
He added that the centre of gravity
for future conflicts will be perceptions of the population and decisionmaking cycles of the leadership.
Information warfare might already have started on our shores, as
Mr Shanmugam alluded to cyber attacks made on ministries here, such
as the Foreign Affairs Ministry, at
an earlier session with researchers
from the Institute of Policy Studies.
“To the extent that one can
know about these things, I think
one can assume that these are attacks that originate from outside,
perhaps from a foreign state actor,
given the nature of their targets,”
said Mr Shanmugam.
The last parliamentary committee hearings were held 14 years ago
– on laws on building maintenance
and management.
The public hearings on deliberate
online falsehoods continue today.
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Ex-GM of town council charged with corruption
A former general manager and secretary of Ang Mo Kio Town Council,
who allegedly took bribes totalling
about $107,000 from directors of
two building firms, was charged
with corruption yesterday.
Wong Chee Meng, 58, also known
as Victor Wong, faces 55 counts of

corruptly accepting gratification
from Chia Sin Lan, director of
19-ANC Enterprise and 19-NS2 Enterprise, and Ms Yip Fong Yin, a director of 19-NS2.
The alleged bribes were given to
advance the business interests of
the two firms with the town council.

They included overseas remittances to Wong’s mistress in China
and entertainment expenses at
KTV lounges. Wong, who is out on
$100,000 bail, said he intends to
claim trial.

Economists expect the economy
to grow 3.2 per cent this year, up
from the 3 per cent they had predicted in a previous survey.
They expect growth to moderate
to 2.8 per cent next year.
But they are also worried about
trade protectionism, with 88 per
cent of respondents citing it as a
risk, up from just 40 per cent in the
previous survey.
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Ex- GM of AMKTC faces graft charges
He allegedly took bribes amounting to $107k from firms’
directors to advance business interests with town council
Yuen Sin
A former general manager and secretary of Ang Mo Kio Town Council (AMKTC), who allegedly took
bribes amounting to $107,000
from the directors of two building
companies, was charged with corruption yesterday.
Wong Chee Meng, 58, who is also
known as Victor Wong, faces 55
counts of corruptly accepting gratification from Chia Sin Lan, the director and shareholder of 19- ANC
Enterprise and 19- NS2 Enterprise,
and Ms Yip Fong Yin, also a director
of 19- NS2, in exchange for advancing the business interests of the
companies with the town council,
State Courts documents show.
The alleged bribes included overseas remittances to his mistress in
China, a job for his daughter- in- law,
entertainment expenses at KTV
lounges, spa treatments and stays
at budget hotels.
The alleged offences took place
between December 2014 and September 2016.
Alleged co- conspirator Chia, 62,
is accused of 54 counts of offering
bribes to Wong. He also faces one

As general manager,
Wong was the most senior
executive in the town
council, but his employer
was CPG Facilities
Management, the town
council’s managing agent.
He was removed from duty
after the town council
received a complaint about
him in September 2016
over “the way he handles
contracts and dealings
in the town council”.

count of abetment for allegedly conspiring with Ms Yip to bribe Wong
by making arrangements for Wong
to receive a $13,500 discount on a
car he bought.
Chia’s companies each faces one
charge of corruption for conspiring
to bribe Wong to advance their business interests with the town council.
According to the Building and
Construction Authority’s directory,
both businesses are licensed
builders and registered to carry out
repair and redecoration works.
As general manager, Wong was
the most senior executive in the
town council, but his employer was
CPG Facilities Management, the
town council’s managing agent.
He was removed from duty after
the town council received a complaint about him in September 2016
over “the way he handles contracts
and dealings in the town council”.
He was later investigated by the
Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau (CPIB).
The town council appointed a
new general manager, Mr Ang
Boon Peng, last April, about five
months after Wong was removed.
Wong’s lawyer Tang Shangwei
and Chia’s lawyer Michael Loh said
that both men intend to claim trial,
and each of them is out on a
$100,000 bail.
Their passports have been impounded, and their case will be
heard on April 11.
If convicted, each could be fined
up to $100,000 and jailed for a
maximum of seven years on each
charge.
The companies could each face a
fine of up to $100,000 under the
Prevention of Corruption Act.
The CPIB said in a statement yesterday that Singapore adopts a zerotolerance approach towards corruption, and it “takes a serious view of
any corrupt practices and will not
hesitate to take action against any
party involved in such acts”.
yuensin@sph.com.sg

Where the money
reportedly went to
For almost two years, Wong
Chee Meng, 58, the former general manager of Ang Mo Kio
Town Council, allegedly accepted bribes from building
firm director Chia Sin Lan, 62.
The alleged bribes, to advance Chia’s business interests, added up to about
$107,000.
They include:
• Remittances to Wong’s
mistress in China that
amounted to $30,600.
• Restaurant meals that cost
close to a total of $5,000.
• A $13,500 discount on a
Toyota Corolla Altis that
Wong had bought.
• A “spa treatment” in
Geylang that cost around
$1,070.
• Stays at Fragrance Hotel
and Hotel 81 which cost,
respectively, about $35 and
$30. Both are budget hotels.
• Entertainment expenses of
more than $40,000 at
various KTV lounges and
nightclubs in Singapore.
• A job for Wong’s
daughter- in- law Le Thi Hien
at 4- Ever Engineering firm.
Chia’s company 19- ANC
Enterprise paid a total of
$8,247.67 in salary for
her between March and
August 2016,
• Charges amounting to
$2,527.76 for Wong’s use of
an M1 mobile phone line.

Wong Chee Meng (left), a former
general manager and secretary of
Ang Mo Kio Town Council, faces
55 counts of corruptly accepting
gratification from Chia Sin Lan, the
director and shareholder of 19-ANC
Enterprise and 19-NS2 Enterprise.
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