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PM Lee signs
condolence book
for Viet ex-leader

In his
condolence
message,
Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong
(seen here with
Vietnamese
ambassador to
Singapore Tao
Thi Thanh
Huong) said the
late Vietnamese
President Tran
Dai Quang
dedicated his
life to serving
his beloved
country,
improving
the lives of
Vietnamese and
raising Vietnam’s
standing in the
world. PHOTO:

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong on Wednesday signed
the condolence book for the late Vietnamese President
Tran Dai Quang at the Vietnamese embassy.
In his condolence message, PM Lee said Mr Quang,
who died at age 61 last Friday after a prolonged illness,
“dedicated his life to serving his beloved country, improving the lives of Vietnamese and raising Vietnam’s
standing in the world”.
“He also supported closer cooperation between our
two countries, and will always be remembered as a
good friend of Singapore.”
Deputy Prime Minister Teo Chee Hean attended Mr
Quang’s state funeral in Hanoi on Wednesday. Said DPM
Teo in a Facebook post that day: “I have known President Quang for many years. We met many times and
fondly recall him and his wife, Madam Nguyen Thi Hien,
hosting us in his beautiful hometown of Ninh Binh.
“Quang strengthened the Vietnam-Singapore strategic partnership. My deepest condolences to Madam
Hien and the family. Vietnam has lost a leader, and I
will miss a good friend.”
Mr Quang, a member of the ruling Communist
Party’s powerful politburo, spent more than four
decades climbing the ranks of the security apparatus
until he became president in 2016.
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ICA officer charged
over sexual favours
He allegedly received sexual gratification from two
Chinese nationals for extending their Special Passes
Fabian Koh
A staff sergeant with the Immigration and Checkpoints Authority
(ICA) allegedly received sexual gratification from two Chinese women,
in return for extending their Special
Passes.
Chin Peng Sum, 51, is also accused
of sharing information with them
and two others about impending
raids by an enforcement agency, so
that they could avoid arrest for vicerelated and immigration offences.
He was not authorised to share
the information.
Yesterday, Chin was slapped with
33 charges, including 13 counts of
wrongful communication of information under the Official Secrets
Act and four counts of corruptly accepting sexual gratification under
the Prevention of Corruption Act.
Court documents show Chin re-

ceived sexual gratification from Chinese nationals Zhu Shirong and
Wang Chenghong last year as an inducement to recommend that their
Special Pass validity be extended.
Chin was also charged with intentionally obstructing the course of
justice by deleting incriminatory
text messages exchanged between

33
Number of charges slapped on
Chin Peng Sum, including 13 counts
of wrongful communication of
information under the Official Secrets
Act and four counts of corruptly
accepting sexual gratification under
the Prevention of Corruption Act.

him and the four individuals he had
warned of impending raids and
telling them to do the same. The
messages were in connection with
an ongoing investigation against
him.
Yesterday, Chin and his wife Lee
Lay Chin, 40, held hands as they
walked out of the State Courts.
In response to media queries, an
ICA spokesman said the agency
takes a serious view of errant officers and had reported Chin to the
Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau (CPIB) following its internal
checks and investigations.
Chin has been suspended from
duty since June 15 last year, the
spokesman said.
“ICA officers are expected to discharge their duties professionally
and maintain a high standard of integrity. Officers who break the law
will be dealt with, in accordance
with the law.”
Chin will be back in court on Oct
25, with bail set at $5,000.
His lawyer S. Govindaraju said the
charges were served only on Tuesday and Chin has not decided

Immigration and Checkpoints Authority officer Chin Peng Sum with his wife Lee Lay Chin. Aside from
allegedly receiving sexual gratification from two Chinese women, he is also accused of sharing
information with them and two others about impending raids by an enforcement agency, so that they
could avoid arrest for vice-related and immigration offences. ST PHOTO: KEVIN LIM

whether to claim trial or plead
guilty as they will need time to look
into the matter.
In a statement later, the CPIB said
it is a serious offence for public officers to act in their own interests
and use their position to solicit corrupt benefits. “Singapore adopts a

zero-tolerance approach towards
corruption. The CPIB takes a serious view of any corrupt practices
and will not hesitate to take action
against any party involved in such
acts.”
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