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AMK Town Council ex-GM
jailed 27 months for bribery
He allowed himself to be cultivated by boss of two
construction firms, who also received a jail sentence
Tham Yuen-C
Senior Political Correspondent
A former general manager of Ang
Mo Kio Town Council (AMKTC)
was yesterday sentenced to 27
months’ jail for allowing himself to
be cultivated by the boss of two construction firms, despite knowing it
was wrong.
Wong Chee Meng, 59, also known
as Victor Wong, received some
$50,000 in bribes from Chia Sin
Lan, 64, a director and shareholder
of 19-ANC Enterprise and 19-NS2
Enterprise.
Chia, who was sentenced yesterday to 21 months in jail, had given
Wong a discount on a car purchase,
loaned him money to help his mistress, and also paid for visits to KTV
lounges, restaurants, massage spas
and a hotel, in hopes of advancing
the interests of his companies.
The two firms were each fined
$75,000.
Wong was also told to pay a
penalty of $23,398.09, as disgorgement of his ill-gotten gains.
District Judge John Ng said: “Such
a sentence is severe enough... to remind us... that ‘absolute probity is
demanded of all officers and employees of town councils’. The sentence also signals clearly our zero
tolerance for corruption in general
and corruption that undermines
public administration in particular.”
Wong was AMKTC’s general manager from 2013 to 2016. He was employed by CPG Facilities Management, which was AMKTC’s managing agent.

In September 2016, AMKTC received a complaint about the way
he handled contracts. He was removed from duty a month later and
was investigated by the Corrupt
Practices Investigation Bureau.
Wong, in December 2014, first
asked for a discount on a Toyota
Corolla Altis that 19-ANC was looking to sell.
As the two men got closer, Wong
asked Chia for loans – once in June
2015 to pay for renovations of his
mistress’ house in China, and again
in November that year to help his
mistress after she fell prey to an investment scam.
Between May 2015 and July 2016,
Chia also entertained Wong on 29
occasions to the tune of about
$7,000.
This was “a case of cultivation by
the giver with mutual benefits in
mind”, said Judge Ng.
The most serious aspect of what
Wong did was in receiving the benefits from Chia, knowing full well
they were “laced with a corrupt intent”, said the judge.
In doing so, he had allowed himself to become beholden to Chia.
Wong had even reminded his
staff to stay corruption-free in their
dealings with contractors, the
judge said, but “instead of setting a
positive example as their supervisor, he had acted hypocritically”.
Chia, meanwhile, had shown
clear premeditation in the way he
went about cultivating Wong, said
the judge. He also took steps to conceal his actions by transferring
money to China via intermediaries.
Judge Ng said that while Wong

HYPOCRITICAL ACTS

His corrupt acts were particularly
reprehensible given that he... had
reminded his staff of the need to
stay corrupt-free in their dealings
with contractors. Instead of
setting a positive example as their
supervisor, he had acted
hypocritically.
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Wong Chee Meng, 59, the former
general manager of Ang Mo Kio
Town Council, and Chia Sin Lan,
64, the director and shareholder
of construction companies
19-ANC and 19-NS2, were first
charged with corruption last year.
Wong is said to have received
bribes from Chia in exchange for
furthering the interests of Chia’s
companies, which are contractors of the town council.
Both men had claimed trial.
But after two tranches of hearings that started in September
last year, the duo decided to
plead guilty.
In March, they each pleaded
guilty to three charges of corruption, over bribes amounting to
more than $75,300.
The first charge was over a
$13,500 discount on a Toyota
Corolla Altis owned by 19-ANC

was an employee of a private company, his role required that he exercise some of the powers of the town
council, which is a statutory body.
Thus, the public interest in preventing a loss of confidence in Singapore’s public administration was a
factor in sentencing.
But while the two men were
guilty of corruption, their actions
had not compromised several contracts worth $9,874,650 awarded
to 19-ANC and 19-NS2 between
2014 and 2016, said the judge.
He noted that the two companies
had won the contracts through
open tenders and had also failed as

that was sold to Wong.
The second charge was for offences amalgamated over money
sent to Wong’s mistress in China,
which totalled $27,800.
The third charge was with regard to expenditure on entertaining Wong at places including
KTV lounges and massage parlours, which amounted to more
than $34,000.
Two other charges – the free
use of a mobile line which Chia
gave Wong, and employment
which Chia found for Wong’s
daughter-in-law – were taken
into consideration during sentencing. These bribes amounted
to more than $10,700.
Chia also pleaded guilty to a
charge against each of his firms
for conspiring to bribe Wong.
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ZERO TOLERANCE

Singapore adopts a strict
zero-tolerance approach towards
corruption. It is a serious offence to
give or accept bribes from another
individual or entity.

Wong Chee Meng
(top), a former
general manager
of Ang Mo Kio
Town Council,
received some
$50,000 in
bribes from Chia
Sin Lan (above),
who was
sentenced to 21
months in jail.

often as other contractors in their
bids for projects with AMKTC.
“There is no evidence to show
that the protocols and processes set
in place for the awarding of contracts by the town council were not
intact,” he said.
Wong and Chia, who chatted outside the court earlier, did not talk to
each other after the sentencing.
They had a few minutes with family
members before being led away to
the sounds of sobbing and someone
crying out “Take care”. Wong teared
up, while Chia looked stonily ahead.
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CORRUPT PRACTICES INVESTIGATION
BUREAU, in a statement.

KEY TO TRUST

Integrity and transparency are key
to building trust with residents in
the management of the town
council. We actively engage staff
through meetings and talks on
integrity and transparency
matters. Staff and town
councillors must also declare their
interests in shareholdings,
directorships and contracts as part
and parcel of our administration.
All staff are personally responsible
for ensuring that their conduct and
that of those reporting to them
fully complies with the
organisation’s code of conduct.
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ANG MO KIO TOWN COUNCIL SPOKESMAN,
in response to media queries on the
conclusion of the case.
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Motorist was driving
when tree fell on
car in Scotts Road
Michelle Ng
and Clara Chong
He was driving in the rain along
Scotts Road, when a large tree fell
across his car, trapping him inside.
It took passers-by about 10 minutes
to free him.
Less than two hours after his ordeal yesterday, Mr Arvind Ramanlal, 71, calmly stepped out of a hotel
where he had taken shelter and
watched his white Subaru being
towed away. He smiled when asked
how he was feeling.
“I was driving and all of a sudden
there was a loud noise and it was

dark all around me,” said Mr Ramanlal, who was not injured. The tree
struck the back of his car.
“I knew a tree had fallen on my
car... and had crushed some parts of
it,” he added. The rear windscreen
of his car was shattered.
Mr Ramanlal said it was raining
heavily in the Orchard Road area before the incident. By the time he
was in Scotts Road in his car, it had
turned into a drizzle. He was travelling on the outermost lane.
The tree crashed across his car in
front of Grand Hyatt Singapore
around 3pm. It narrowly missed a
brown Mazda, which was travelling
on the innermost lane. A grey BMW,

Above: Workers
clearing the
branches of
a fallen tree
which fell on
a white Subaru
along Scotts
Road yesterday.
Left: Mr Arvind
Ramanlal (in
blue), the driver
of the white
Subaru, was not
injured. About 15
people helped
him to get out of
his car safely.
His car was later
towed away.
ST PHOTOS:
MARK CHEONG

parked within the hotel compound
next to the tree, was damaged when
the tree uprooted and fell.
Mr Ramanlal, who is in the trading business, tried to open the
driver’s door and rolled down the
window but was unable to get out.

By then, passers-by had already
gathered to help him.
About 15 people, including staff
from Grand Hyatt Singapore,
helped Mr Ramanlal to get out of
his car safely.
Mr Arbaa Ishak, 44, a boutique

security officer, who helped to
move parts of the tree away from
the car, said: “I saw that the driver
couldn’t get out so I went over to
help. We had no equipment so we
just tried to move the tree’s
branches with our bare hands un-

til the (authorities) came.”
Mr Ramanlal then went to the hotel. His car, which was still functioning, was moved to the side of the
road after the branches were
cleared. It was later towed away.
Four lanes of the road were
initially obstructed by the fallen
tree. More than two hours later, at
about 5.30pm, three lanes were
opened to traffic.
National Parks Board officers
used a chainsaw to cut up the tree
into smaller, portable pieces, which
were then taken away in a lorry at
around 6pm.
The Straits Times understands
that the fallen tree is a rain tree
with a circumference of 2.5m to
3.5m. Typically, rain trees can grow
up to 30m in height with an umbrella-shaped crown.
In 2017, a woman died after a tembusu tree fell on her at the Singapore Botanic Gardens. That tree
was about 270 years old and its
roots had decayed. It crashed after
strong winds and heavy rainfall.
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